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Libya denies plans to hire nuclear scientists 

ROME (AP) — Libya on Saturday denied it wanted to luxe nudear 
sdentists from the former Soviet Union, a prospect that U.S. and other 
Western officials have expressed worry about recently. JANA, the official 
Libyan news agency, said that such claims were "groundless and part of 
the hostile campaign directed against die' Libyan Arab people by 
imperialist aides." The dispatch, monitored in Rome, said Libya “(fid 
not think of having a programme for manufacturing nuclear and chemical 
weapons ” U.S. and European officials ate studying ways to ensure full 
employment for nudear scientists from the former Soviet Union, so they 
are not hired by countries seeking to devdop nudear weapons program- 
mes. Libya recently denied a report by the Sunday Express of London 
saying Libya had recruited Soviet nuclear scientists to work on a secret 
project. EariieT this month, a Russian nudear scientist,. Vyacheslav 
Rozanov, tokl the Associated Press that Libya had offered jobs to two of 
his colleagues at the Kurchatov Institute of Atomic Energy. Libya denied 
the report. 
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MECCA, Saadi Arabia (AP) ' — KTngFabd said Saturday that be 
considered the collapse of communism as a blessing from God and called 
for extensive support to Muslims in the.fonner Soviet Union and Eastern 
Europe. In a speech to au Islamic gathering in Mecca, the Saudi monarch 
also urged the world’s estimated one billion Muslims to dose ranks as a 
potent utcnutional force "The disintegration of communism is a blessing 
from Almighty Allah and we have to help Muslims in the new Muslim 
republics of the former Soviet Union and Eastern Europe." said the 
address read on King Fabtfs behalf by the acting governor of the Muslim 
holy city. Prince Saud Abdul Mohsen. The remarks were read before the 
regular annual session of the Constitutional Council of the Muslim World 
League, which is being aoended by about 80 scholars from various parts of 
tile world. "Islamic life began to reawaken in the former Soviet Union and 
Muslims in the new independent republics are determined to regain the 
glory of their ancestors," King Fabd said in the speech. The King urged 
Muslim countries to extend massive material support to the Soviet and 
East Europe Muslims and said by so doing, the Muslim countries will be 
expressing a true spirit of solidarity. 
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U.N. envpy in Libya 

TUNIS (R) — A senior U.N. 
envoy arrived in Libya on Satur- 
day to press demands for the 
handover of two Libyans accused 
of blowing up a Pan Am airliner 
over Scotland in 1988, a U.N. 
official in Tripoli said. The visit 
by Under-Secretary-General 
Vasily S afro n chuck, the top Rus- 
sian official at the U.N., followed 
a Security Council vote on Tues- 
day calling on Libya to respond to 
requests from the United States, 
Britain and France. The United 
States and Britain want the two 
men banded over for trial. France 
wants Libya to cooperate with an 
investigation into the 1989 bomb- 
ing of an airliner over Niger. 

Palestinian would- 
be deportee jailed 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (R) 
— A Palestinian whose expulsion 
from the occupied territories was 
revoked will remain in prison 
without a trial, Israel radio has 
reported. lyad Joudeh was the 
only one of 12 Palestinians 
ordered deported earlier this 
month whose expulsion was re- 
jected by a military appeals 
panel. The 11 others have taken 
their appeals against the orders to 
Israel’s high court of justice. 
“The appeals panel recommenda- 
tion not to expel lyad Joudeh, 28, 
was based on its impression that 
other, lesser measures are avail- 
able to local commanders to pre- 
vent him from acting against 
security in file area," an army 
spokeswoman said on Thursday. 

Iraq says OPEC cuts 
too little, too late 

NICOSIA (R) — Iraq said on 
Saturday that oil production cuts 
by various members of the Orga- 
nisation of Petroleum Exporting 
Countries (OPEC) were too little 
too late. Oil Minister Usama Al 
Hiti, in an interview quoted by 
the Iraqi news agency INA, said 
the measures were “a bit late 
because... there is an oil glut on 
tbe market." Mr. Hiti told the 
government daily Al 
Jumbo uriy ah on Saturday the 
cuts “will not solve the acute drop 
in oil prices, because the reduc- 
tions announced are minimal,” 
INA added. INA, monitored by 
the British Broadcasting Cor- 
poration, said the cuts were 
“propaganda measures.” 

1 killed in 
bomb blast 
in Istanbul 

ISTANBUL, Turkey (AP) — A 
bomb blew up in Istanbul’s famed I 
covered bazzar on Saturday, kill- 
ing a Turkish carpet dealer and 
wounding five other people, 
police said. Another bomb ex- 
ploded at the fashionable Galler- 
ia shopping mall 15 minutes later, 
slightly injuring four people, au- 
thorities said. An anonymous cal- 
ler to the Istanbul daily Milliyet 
claimed responsibility in the 
name of the 1 “Kurdish people.” 

Saudi authorities 
execute goat 

RIYADH (QNA) — A billy goat 
aged nine was executed by the 
Saudi authorities over charges 
that it had been giving milk that 
allegedly healed certain diseases. 
A large crowd gathered at the 
Saudi town of Skaka to witness 
the execution of the goat which 
was carried out upon orders from' 
the Saudi authorities. According 
to Al Sabahieh newspaper, the 
goat, owned by a farmer in a 
northern district of Saudi Arabia, 
was rumoured to have been milk- 
ing profusely and that his milk 
bad healed diseases. Reports ab- 
out the goat's wonders had 
spread over the whole northern 
districts of the Saudi kingdom. 
The goat was immediately de- 
tained and later executed to pre- 
vent sedition. 

Egypt urges youth to 
go into trash business 

CAIRO (R) — Jobless young 
Egyptians should look for a fu- 
ture in trash. Minister of Local 
Government Mahmoud Sharif 
fold parliament on Saturday. He 
said a multi-million-dollar social 
fund planned by the government 
might help unemployed youths 
set up rubbish collection firms. 
Cairo had only 8,000 street clean- 
ers, half the number it needed to 
dispose of tbe 6,000 tonnes of 
garbage it discards every day. 


U.S. reportedly proposes link 
between loan guarantees, 
Jewish settlements 

Israel rejects linkage, says issues negotiable 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — A 
senior minister on Saturday re- 
jected a reported American prop- 
osal that Israel stop building new 
homes in the occupied territories 
in order to get U.S. loan guaran- 
tees for housing Jewish immig- 
rants. 

Health Minister Ehnd Olmert 
said Israel could “not possibly 
accept” the U.S. conditions. But 
he said it was possible to negoti- 
ate and reach a compromise 
acceptable to both Israel and tbe 
United States. 

Interviewed on army radio 
Saturday, Mr. Olmert said 
Washington appeared to have 
backed down from earlier de- 
mands to freeze all settlement 
activity and was prepared to 
allow completion of existing 
housing starts. 

“The fact that they are pre- 
pared to reconcile themselves 
with bousing starts which two or 
three months ago they harshly 
criticised, is a victory for the 
Israeli line which has insisted on 
building in Judea and Samaria 
(West Bank),” said Mr. Olmert, 
an ally of Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Shamir. 

Opposition legislators, citing 
bousing ministry documents, say 
tiie government started 18,273 
new housing units in the West 
Bank and 1,540 in Gaza last year. 

The average size of an urban 
Israeli family i&3 J per cent which 
means these new units would 
allow roughly 64,000 people to 
move info the occupied territor- 
ies. The actual number would 
likely be higher because settle- 
ments have average households 
of 43 persons. 

Israel is asking the Bush 
administration to guarantee $10 
billion in loads from commercial 
banks. The money would be used 
to help absorb about 400,000 
Jewish immigrants, mostly from 
the Soviet Union and Ethiopia. 
About 6,000 of- these have reset- 
tled in the occupied territories. 

The United States has been 
reluctant to approve the guaran- 
tees unless Israel stops settling 
Jews on the West Bank and 
Gaza, predominantly Arab terri- 
tories occupied during the 1967 
Mideast war. 

In a meeting Friday with 
Israel’s ambassador in Washing- 
ton, U.S. Secretary of State 
James Baker reportedly sug- 
gested that U.S. objections to 
Jewish settlements in the territor- 
ies might be met if Israel stopped 
building new homes there. 

Israel has argued that tbe loan 
guarantees should be viewed as a 
humanitarian issue, separate 
from its actions in the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip. 

But Palestinians maintain 



Abdul Karim Al Kabariti 

Jordan urges 
U.S. to withhold 
assistance for 
settlements 

'AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan, ex- 
pressed hope Saturday that the ' 
U.S. administration would 
withhold Brom Israel any kind 
of assistance find would enable 
It to continue budding Jewish 
settlements in the occupied 
Arab territories. Lahore* and 
acting Information Minister 
Abdul Karim Al Kabariti, in a 
statement carried by the Jor- 
dan News Agency, Petra, said 
Jordan hopes that the U.S. 
ad mi ni stra tion would not en- 
able Israel to pursue its iOigeti- 
mate settlement process in the 
occupied Arab lands since such 
process is bound to endanger 
fire peace process. 

Israel's settlement drive is under- 
mining file peace talks, which are 
based on U.N. resolutions urging 
Israel to surrender occupied land 
in exchange for peace. 

Legislators from the extreme 
right have called on Israel to 
reject the conditions, drop tbe 
request and solicit the funds from 
Jewish communities in the di- 
aspora. 

Geula Cohen, an outspoken 
parliament* member from tbe 
Tehiya Party which bolted Mr. 
Shamir’s coalition on Sunday, 
said freezing additional settle- 
ments in the occupied territories 
was tantamount to promoting a 
Palestinian state there. 

“In such circumstances, we 
shall, in the future, God forbid, 
not need guarantees to absorb 
newcomers, but guarantees to tbe 
very existence of the state of 
Israel,” Ms. Cohen said on Israel 
radio. 

Haim Oron, a legislator from 
the Socialist Mapam Party, said 
freezing settlements was of fore- 
most national interest and did not 
constitute surrender to American 


pressure. 

Jewish sources briefed on Mr. 
Baker’s meeting with the senators 
said be had argued for the need to 
find a solution that both Israel 
and the United States could live 
with but stressed that tbe U.S 
would not compromise on its 
opposition to settlements. 

“The key sentence was that Mr. 
Baker said that the solution might 
be to deal with the question of 
housing starts rather than a settle- 
ment freeze,” said one source 
who asked not to be identified. 

The difference between the 
United States demanding a settle- 
ment freeze and demanding an* 
end to housing starts lies in the 
fact that Israel has several 
thousand houses currently under 
construction m tbe occupied terri- 
tories. 

If it were able to complete all 
these, the Israeli government 
would be able to argue that it had 
not agreed to a settlement freeze - 
in exchange for loan guarantees. 

Mr. Sboval said after the hour- 
long meeting Mr. Baker had told 
him Washington still wanted to 
help Israel absorb hundreds of 
thousands of Jewish immigrants 
from the former Soviet Union 
and the two had agreed to meet 
again the week after next. 

“I was vey happy to hear from 
the secretary that the United 
States continues to be fully com- 
mitted lo tiie principle of helping 
land in the vast humanitarian 
task of absorbing up to one mil- 
lion immigrants from the Soviet 
Union and elsewhere in the next 
few years," Mr. Shoval told re- 
porters. 

Republican Senator Bob Has- 
ten, a strong Israel supporter and 
backer of the guarantees, said 
after the meeting that the settle- 
ments issue had to be addressed if 
a fight between Israel and the 
administration was to be avoided. 

But support appeared to be 
budding in Congress for a policy 
that would penalise Israel for 
settlements. One proposal put 
forward Republican Senator Pat- 
rick Leahy would deduct a dollar 
from the guarantees for each 
dollar Israel spent on settlements. 

“I think we ought to deduct 
from those loans any amounts 
that are spent directly on the 
settlements, as Senator Leahy 
proposes,” said House Speaker 
Tom Foley. 

Diplomats and American Jew- 
ish leadens said Mr. Baker had 
decided that Israel could not have 
it both ways. 

Either Prime Minister Shamir 
could continue pouring funds into 
settlements or he could secure 
massive new financial backing 
from Washington, but he could 
not do both. 


FLN denounces new Algerian leadership 


Troops arrest preachers, 
hunt for FIS leaders 


ALGIERS (R) — Algerian 
troops crushing political activity 
at mosques arrested several 
preachers and launched a hunt 
for two leaders of the Islamic 
Salvation Front (FIS), a source 
dose to file force said on Satur- 
day. 

Those being sought were 
Abdul Kader Moghni, preacher 
at Bab El Oued Mosque where 
soldiers fired warning shots to 
disperse FIS militants at Friday 
prayers, and Rabah Kebir who 
defied a politics ban at a mosque 
in Kouba, the source said. 

There was no official confirma- 
tion that Mr. Moghni and Mr. 
Kebir were sppdfic targets for 
arrest. The Aigerian news agency 
APS, quoting a security source, 
said “rouble-makers" had been 
identified and were being sought! 

Hardliners Q thm an Aissani is- 
expected to become FIS chief 
after police a rrested provisional 
leader Abdul Kader Hachani on 
charges of calling for rebellion in 
the army. 

Mr. Moghni was elected as FIS 


deputy for tbe fundamentalist 
stronghold of Bab El Oued in a 
general election last month which 
was later cancelled by the Author- 
ities to prevent the group from 
winning power at the ballot box. 

Mr. Kebir told a packed 
Kouba mosque not to provoke 
the authorities whom he termed a 
“junta.” 

“Give no occasion, notably be- 
fore a junta which can only give 
death and destruction," be raid. 

Another FIS leader, Moham- 
mad Said, urged soldiers not to 
fire “one bullet... against a 
brother even if your officers 
order you to do so. Refuse that 
even at the cost of your life.” 

APS, quoting the source at the 
para-iuffitary gendarmerie head- 
quarters, said some trouble- 
makers had been arrested, others 
identified and were now being 
hunted. 

Security forces fired wanting 
shots on Friday to prevent groups 
of FIS stifitants from taking over 
streets outride mosques in Bab El 


Oued, eyewitnesses said. APS 
said troops had also fired in the 
air to disperse FIS activists at El 
Harrach. 

Algeria’s new rulers, sworn in 
last week, vowed politics would 
no longer be tolerated in mosques 
and Algiers governor, or wali, 
banned crowds gathering in near- 
by streets. 

Thousands of FIS supporters 
traditionally converge alternate 
weeks on Bab El OuecTs Sunna 
mosque or Kouba’s I bn Badis 
mosque to hear their leaders' 
strategy for achieving an Islamic 
state. 

The gendarmerie said 
preachers at three other mosques 
had intoned “prayets of a politic- 
al character*’ calling for violence 
and had been “immediately 
arrested,” APS reported. Le 
Matin newspaper said five Friday 
prayer leaders bad been de- 
tained. 

“There jts certainty no backing 
down,” said a foreign diplomat 
afterwards. 


Jordan’s 
delegation to 
multilaterals 
leaves for 
Moscow 
today 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan’s de- 
legation to the multinational 
peace talks in Moscow, led by 
Foreign Minister Kamel Abu Ja- 
ber, is due to leave Amman for 
the Russian capital Sunday. 

According to an official state- 
ment carried by the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, the delegation in- 
cludes Dr. Fayez Tarawueh, 
Lieutenant General Abdul Hafez 
Marei, Jordan's ambassador to 
Turkey, Mr. Saleh Al Kabariti, 
Jordan's ambassador in Moscow 
Dr. Mohammad Al Udwan, Jor- 
dan’s ambassador to Belgium 
Talal Al Hassan, Dr. Munther 
Haddahin, and president of the 
Higher Council for Sdnce and 
Technology Dr. Abdullah 
Tonkan. 

In a statement on the eve of tbe 
delegation’s departure for Mos- 
cow, Labour and acting Informa- 
tion Minister Abdul Karim 
Kabariti said Jordan would take 
part in the Moscow meeting 
which is due to open Tuesday as 
the Kingdom attaches great 
hopes on such a parley. 

Mr. Kabaritil said that the 
Moscow meeting is tantamount to 
an international conference long 
sought by the Arabs, involving 
many nations in tbe peace process 
that aims at implementing inter- 
national legitimacy and U.N. 
Security-Council rcsatutionsrfiiat- 
wonld ensure tiie achievement of 
a just and durable peace and 
contribute to the stability and tiie 
progress of all nations in tiie 
region. 

Dr. Abdul Salam Al Majali, 
tbe head of the joint Jordaiuan- 
Palestinian delegation to the bi- 
lateral talks, was quoted as saying 
that the opening session of tbe 
Moscow talks would be limited to 
procedural matter*. The talks at 
Moscow, Dr. Majali said, would 
not go beyond defining the topics 
to be discussed and forming com- 
mittees that would decide when* 
and where to meet to discuss the 
various issues. 

FLO considers 

In Tunis, PLO Chairman Yas- 
ser Arafat said Saturday the Un- 
ited States had broken a promise 
that Palestinians in the diaspora 
and from Jerusalem would be 
invited to the multilateral talks. 

He said he had called the 
Palestinian leadership to an ur- 
gent meeting to decide whether 
negotiators from the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip should attend the 
Moscow talks “if they take 
place.” 

The meeting was expected to 
take place on Saturday night or 
Sunday, aides to Mr. Arafat said. 

“There is a strange and inex- 
plicable stand of the U.S. admi- 
nistration which retracted totally 
from the assurances it gave us at 
the start of the peace process that 
Palestinians from tiie diaspora 
and Jerusalem will participate at 
the multilateral talks." Mr. Ara- 
fat told r e porters in Tunis. 

He said leaders of the various 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion factions would "discuss this 1 
dangerous situation and take the 
final decision about tbe Moscow 
talks." 

GCC to attend 

On the other hand, most Gulf 
Arab foreign ministers will attend 
Middle East multilateral talks in 
Moscow, a Gulf official said on 
Saturday. 

“According to my knowledge, 
most Gulf foreign ministers will, 
go to Moscow,” tbe official told 
Reuters by telephone from Gulf 
Cooperation Council (GCC) 
headquarters In Saudi Arabia. 

U.S. and Russian envoys deli- 
vered invitations earlier this 
month to foreign ministers of the 
six-nation GCC which groups 
Bahrain, Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, 
Qatar, Oman ami tire United 
Arab Emirtes. ' 

Tbe conference next Tuesday 
and Wednesday wiD deal with* 
regional issues like arms control, 
economic development and water 
resources. 



Hb Majesty Stag Hussein Saturday receives American Jewish leaders and reviews with then: Middle 
East peace efforts (Petra photo) 

King tells American Jewish 
leaders settlements endanger 


By Nidal M. Ibrahim and Kirk 
Albrecht with agency dispatches 

AMMAN — His Majesty King 
Hussein Saturday received a Jew- 
ish delegation from the United 
States mid warned them that 
efforts for peace will fail if Israel 
persists in its ongoing settlement 
buDding campaign. 

In the first visit where the 
Jordanian government formally 
hosted a Jewish group. King Hus- 
sein told a .delegation from the 
American-. Jewish.- Congress that 
the peace process is imperiled by 
continued Israeli actions. 

“The Israeli settlements and 
intransigence are the two. major 
threats facing the peace process,” 
King Hussein told the 8-merabcr 
delegation. ‘The peace process 
will not succeed if Israel con- 
tinues its efforts to abort the 
process." 

Specifically, he said, the con- 
tinued building of settlements in 
an effort to create facts on tbe 
ground made it difficult to negoti- 
ate a land for peace deal between 
the Arabs and Israel. The sys- 
tematic expropriation of Palesti- 
nian land cannot continue if the 
peace process is to succeed. King 
Hussein said. 

Also, rising Jewish extremism 
in the occupied Arab territories 
constitute a major threat to the 
Middle East peace process, the 
King said. 

Henry Siegman, executive 
director of the 50,000 member 
New York-based organisation, 
said that his group was also 
opposed to settlement building. 
He agreed with the King about 
settlements threat to the peace 
process. 

"The basic policy of the Amer- 
ican Jewish Congress is that it is 


not in Israel’s baric interest to 
proceed with a vigorous settle- 
ment programme while a peace 
process is under way,’ he said. “If 
Israel is to achieve a peace with 
its neighbours, then it should 
declare a freeze on settlements in 
order to give the peace process a 
chance," he added. 

Furthermore, he added, it is 
clear that a majority of American 
Jews and Israelis are in favour of 
such afreeze. He pointed out that 
a recent poll commissioned by tbe 
- Likud,- vririch refoses ro consider 
such a freeze, found thdt over 50 
per cent of Israelis agree that 
after a five-year period there 
should be some territorial com- 
promise. 

Mr! Siegman said his delega- 
tion came “with an appreciation 
to the feet that the Jordanian 
delegation has played a particu- 
larly helpful role and we intend to 
complement King Hussein for 
that. 

“We hope that it (the Jorda- 
nian delegation) would continue 
to do so and we will encourage 
Jordanian officials to continue 
playing that role,”. he said in an 
interview with the Associated 
Press. 

One of the things that Arabs 
need to do to demonstrate their 
sincere commitment to peace, he 
said, is “to give Israelis, not the 
government, a sense of confi- 
dence that tbe Arab World really 
has come to terms with Israel's 
existence. 

“Once they’re crossed that 
threshold then all kinds of other 
things are possible, particularly 
with respect to greater Israeli 
openness to the kinds of sacrifices 
they will have to make,” Mr. 
Siegman added in reference to 


concern tnai the united:-- 
may not be fully commit-]: 

- the course/ jji; said. \ 


■ . 

territorial cornp^-oirii&s. 1 

Jordanian officiais, Mr. Sieg- 
man said, questioned the degree 
of commitment of the United • 
States to seeing the peace process 1 
succeed. “There were some offi-! 
ciais we met with .vho expressed: 
some concern tnai the United 1 
States 
ted to 

Earlier. Prime Minister Sharif) 
Zeid Ben Shaitcr met with the! 
visiting Jewish delegation m the 1 
presence of sever* Cabinet mem-f 
berc. including Foreign Minister, 
Karaef*Abu Jaber. -vho led Jcr 
dan’s delegation to the Mcdnd : 
peace conference. 

Sharif Zeid reviewed steps 
being taken to reach a durable 
peace in the Middle East and also 
prospects for progress in the up- 
coming multilateral talks in Mos- 
cow. 

In reference to the Moscow 
talks, Mr. Siegman praised Jor- 
dan’s intention to attend the 
talks. 

The Jewish delegation, which is 
to go to Israel today where it will 
meet and brief Israeli officials cm 
their talks with Arab leaders, \ 
have visited Egypt and Saudi-' 
Arabia as pari c» their tour. It! 
was the first time that a Jewish' 
delegation had olhriaily visited 
the Gulf states 

. "We are on <t .^cl-finding mis- * 
sion throiighuu: the Middle East . 
and the purpose of it is io gain a - 
better understanding of the posi- ' 
tion of the various countries,” ■ 
Mr. Siegman said. 

"We also want !».* know how 
we, as one of several major - 
American Jewish organisations, ’ 
can play a constructive role • 
ourselves m supporting the peace 
process :tnd ensuring its success," - 
he added. 


Kuwait 
sets new 
deadline 
for residents 

KUWAIT (Agencies) — Fore- 
igners. mostly Palestinians, have 
been given until Feb. 15 to apply 
for residence papers or risk ex- 
pulsion. 

Kuwaiti newspapers on Satur- 
day quoted immigration chief 
Colonel Ahmad AJ Wuheib as 
saying foreigners could not apply 
for residence after the deadline. 

The government cance l le d all 
residence permits issued to fore- 
igners before Iraq’s invasion of 
Kuwait io August 1990. 

At the too of December, 
Kuwait extended for five months 
a deadline for tens of thousands 
of non-Kuwaitis to obtain new 
permits. One condition was that 
they bad to submit passports not 
bearing Iraqi stamps. 

But the newspapers quoted 
Col. Wuheib as saying the May 
deadline was for completion of 
residence formalities and all ap- 
plications bad to be received by 
Feb. 15, 

Residents said foreigners, 
forced to have Iraqi stamps after 
Baghdad declared Kuwait Iraq's 
1 9th province, were obtaining 
new passports from their embas- 
sies. 


Sanctions hamper 
Iraqi efforts to rebuild 


ALGIERS (Agencies) — Iraq's 
efforts to rebuild after the Gulf 
war are being badly hit by lack of 
raw materials and spare parts 
because of the U.N. embargo, its 
ambassador to Algeria said in an 
interview published on Saturday. 

"It is the only obstacle, “Abdul 
Karim Hussein Al Mala said, 
adding that Baghdad’s priorities 
were to rebuild its oil infrastruc- 
ture, irrigation, electricity, roads, 
bridges, schools, hospitals and 
communication centres. 

“However, the Iraqis must 
count on (heir own competence 
and technical capacity” to over- 
come this, be told the newspaper 
H Moudjabid. 

“We expected these losses be- 
cause we undertook to confront a 
force which surpassed ours in 
numbers and means.'* 

Tbe U.S.-led coalition, which 
drove Iraq from Kuwait last year; 
had not succeeded in bringing the 
Iraqis to their knees and des- 
troying their sovereignty, Mr. Al 
Mala. said. 

“It turns out that prolonging 
these sanctions has tbe opposite 
effect, gathering that Iraqi people 
round their President" Saddam 
Hussein, the ambassador said. 

Meanwhile, a U.N. panel set 
up to handle Gulf war damage 
claims against Iraq on Friday 
forwarded Baghdad's request for 


a five-year payment deferral to 
the Security Council, a U.N. 
source said. 

fraq’s proposal wmc in a six- 
page Idler backing its argument 
with a comparison between possi- - 
b!e future oil revenue and what 
needed to be spent to rebuild the 
country, the source said. 

The 15-nation U.N. compensa- 
tion commission . which is re- 
sponsible to rhe Security Council, 
agreed the request was outside its 
mandate. 

The panel, in a wccklong meet- ’* 
ing that ended Friday, left unn»- ‘ 
solved (he conditions under-' 
which companies can cfc.im dam- 
ages for loss of business linked lo . 
the Gulf Cliils ^s:d ct^uin?* u ; ar or 
the IJ.N -'mpn-.jcl ecOuO*inc: 
embargo again./. Iraq. 

The comrnhsiaii did agree cn 
provisions regulating which peo- 
ple can claim "mental pa;n and 
anguish.’’ said the source, who 
spoke on condition of anonymity. 
He declined to elaborate. 

The commission comprises , 
officials from the 15 Security 
Council members. 

In previous rae-aing*. it de- 
cided to give priority to -.lauro by 
individuals such as Lhe hundreds 
of thousands of foreign workers 
who fled lhe Iraqi invasion of [ 
Kuwait that touched off the crisis. ' 

’ ■ - - 1 
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Army deploys in 7 southern villages 


?^J^baDon (AP) - The 

SDreari^ 6111, to slowly 

authority to the trou- 

tokm* 8 *? 1, 011 Saturday sent a 

token fojj* of ^ imo 

^14^ Pea “ k “ peraf0r 

-Z? 1 ? deployment was not pre- 
^oosly announced, and villager 
were visibly surprised when the 
™ps. backed by sis U.S.-made 
tanks rolled in at 6 am. 

_ The villages, with a combined 
Suite Muslim population of ab- 
out 14,000, had been policed by 
AJ Ghanaian troops of the United 
Nations interim force in Leba- 
non. 

The Ghanaians withdrew from 
Deir Qanoun A1 Nahr, Burj Rah- 
bal, Abbasiyeh, Bedias, Tura. 
Teir Debba and Bazouriyeh only 
a few hours before the Lebanese 
troops moved in. 

In a terse communique after 
™e deployment was completed, 
the defense ministry said the 
m ove ha d been coordinated with 
UNIFTL and approved by the 
U.N. Secretary-General Boutros 
Boutros-Ghali. 

The Ghanaians redeployed in 


Wadi Jeio. just south of the seven 
villages, forming 25-kilometre 
buffer separating the Lebanese 
troops from Israel's self- 
proclaimed security zone. 

School children lined up in the 
villages to applaud the troops as 
they hoisted the Lebanese flag on 
positions vacated by the Gha- 
naians. They youngsters sang the 
national anthem as women ulu- 
lated and showered the soldiers 
with rose petals. 

Some residents offered the 
troops tea and the traditional 
breakfast of pita bread and 
thyme. 

“You are our protectors. 
You'll make sure that no militia- 
men are allowed into the area." 
said one man who identified him- 
self as Hussein Daoud. 

The villages had been rocked 
by militia rivalry in recent years. 
The pro-Iranian Hizbollah, or 
Party of God, and the Syrian- 
backed Amal have been locked in 
an often bloody power struggle in 
south Lebanon. 

Also, guerrilla attacks 
mounted against Israeli troops 
and allied militiamen in the secur- 
ity zone have drawn severe re- 
prisals against these villages. 


MIDDLE EAST NEWS IN BRIEF 


Saudi British Bank reports higher profits 

MANAMA, Bahrain (R) — The Saudi British Bank said on 
Saturday its net income rose to 250.5 million riyals (S66.8 million) 
in 1991, up 30.4 per cent on a year ago. The Riyadh-based bank 
said in a statement its net income in 1990 stood at 192.1 million 
riyals ($51.2 million). The bank said its board of directors had 
recommended a net dividend of 20 Saudi riyals ($5.3) per share in 
1991 against 15 riyals (four dollars) per share the previous year. 

Kuwait to sell arms left behind by Iraqis 

KUWAIT { R ) — Kuwait says it plans to sell some of the piles of 
Iraqi weapons and munitions left behind when Saddam Hussein's 
army fled the emirate at the end of the Gulf war. Kuwaiti 
newspapers on Saturday quoted Defence Minister Sheikh Ali 
Sabah Al Salem AJ Sabah as saying contracts had already been 
signed for the export of military hardware which fell into Kuwaiti 
hands 11 months ago. Sheikh Ali said Yugoslav companies had 
expressed interest in buying some of the Iraqi equipment but their 
requests were refused. Newspapers quoted him as saying the haul 
included 200.000 mines as well as tanks, artillery, rockets, 
explosives, light weapons and ammunition. Sheikh Ali said Kuwait 
decided to sell off some of the hardware after the United Nations 
Security Council declared it war booty. All deals were conditional 
on that there would be no re-sale to Iraq, he added. 

British defence ministry in Gulf fraud probe 

LONDON (R) — British defence ministry investigators have 
carried out raids to seize documents after allegations of fraud in 
connection with ships chartered to take troops to the Gulf war, a 
ministry spokesman said last week. The raids last month by fraud 
investigators from the ministry's own police came after claims by 
British shipowners that the government hired foreign vessles even 
though British ships were available. According to the Daily 
Telegraph, shipbrokers and corrupt officials skimmed off up to 20 
million pounds ($36 million) in inflated commissions and excess 
profits. The newspaper quoted shipping sources as saying they 
expected the ministry’s investigation in London and southeast 
England to widen to Germany and Denmark, where shipowners 
won contracts to carry British war supplies to the Gulf. The 
ministry spokesman declined to comment on the extent of the 
alleged fraud, but said: “some premises were visited in December 
by the ministry of defence police fraud squad. “They removed 
documents in connection with allegations concerning improp- 
rieties with regard to the chartering of ships used in the 
deployment of to the Gulf." The spokesman said enquiries were 
continuing. Britain sent 45.000 servicemen and women to the 
Gulf to join the allied coalition which drove Iraq's army out of 
Kuwait a year ago. According io The Telegraph. Britain spent 180 
million pounds ($320 million) chartering Danish. German, Dutch 
and Cypriot vessels, while only eight British ships were used. The 
ships made 146 voyages currying weapons and equipment to rhe 
Gulf and back. The newspaper did not say which offices had been 
raided. 


Iran’s radio and television chief in Bahrain 

MANAMA. Bahrain fR) — The head of Iran's radio and 
television Mohammad Hashemi Rafsanjani on Saturday met 
Bahrain's ruler Sheikh Isa Bin Sulman Al Khalifa. Sheikh Isa 
voiced Bahrain's desire to expand links between the two countries 
and open "new horizons in information and cultural coopera- 
tion." the Gulf News Agency reported. It quoted the Iranian 
official, a brother of President Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani, as 
saying he had extended an invitation to the emir and his prime 
minister to visit Tehran. Relations between Iran and Gulf Arab 
states, which generally supported Baghdad in the 1980-88 
Iraq-Iran war. improved dramatically after Iraq invaded Kuwait 
in August 1990. 


At UNIHL’s request, the army 
deployed in nearby Teir Dibba in 
November to snuff out clashes 
between Amal and the fun- 
damentalist Hizbollah. 

The nine-nation. 5,800 U.N. 
force was sent to the region after 
an Israeli incursion in March 
1978. Sections of its zone of 
operations overlap with Israel's 
security zone. 

President Elias Hrawi has been 
trying to restore government au- 
thority to the south since the civil 
war ended in October 1990. 

But these plans have been hin- 
dered by Israel's refusal to with- 
draw and the Shiite militias' re- 
jection of disbanding until the 
Israelis leave. 

Israel carved out the 1,100- 
sqnare-kilometre security zone in 
the summer of 1985 to protect its 
northern territories from cross- 
border guerrilla infiltrations. The 
buffer is policed by some 1,200 
Israelis and 3.000 militiamen of 
the Christian-officered south 
Lebanon army. 

In U.S.-arranged Middle East 
peace talks launched in October, 
Lebanon is seeking Israeli with- 
drawal from the zone. 


Turkish coalitiosa 
party to settle 
leadership rfcce 

ANKARA (R) — Turkey's new 
coalition government faces a test 
on Sunday when its Social Demo- 
crat wing votes on whether to 
keep Deputy Prime Minister 
Erdal Inony as its leader. 

Deniz Baykal, a 53-year-old 
lawyer, is challenging former nuc- 
lear physics professor Fnonu for 
the leadership of the Social 
Democratic Populst Party (SHP) 
for the third time in three years. 

No one is taking bets on the 
outcome of the vote which could 
shake the coalition forged by 
Prime Minister Suleyman De- 
mirel after last October's incon- 
clusive general election. 

Mr. Demire!, unable to form a 
government with his conservative 
True Path Party's 178 seats on his 
own, enlisted the support of the 
SHP. which has 86 deputies in the 
450-seat parliament. 

"If we lose (the convention), we 
will not stay in the government,” 
Mr. Inonn, 65, has said. 

Mr. Baykal has accused Mr. 
Inonu of Blackmailing SHP dele- 
gates by threatening to bring 
down the government and says 
the coalition can survive if he 
wins the leadership contest. 

Mr. Demirel has taken no side 
in the SHP squabble, but has said: 
"we form partnerships with legal 
entities not individuals.” 

But a forced cabinet reshuffle 
would be bad news for a prime 
minister trying to cope with 71 
per cent inflation. 


Taiwan to seek 
trade offices 
with Israel 

T ATP El (R) — Taiwan hopes to 
exchange trade offices with Israel 
even though the Jewish state has 
established full diplomatic rela- 
tions with the island's rival, Chi- 
na. Taiwan's foreign ministry 
spokesman said on Saturday. 

"So long as it is of mutual 
interest to our countries, we will 
continue to negotiate with Israel 
about the exchange of trade 
offices,” spokesman Ouyang Jui- 
Hsiung said. 

"Economic, trade and cultural 
links with Israel will not be cut 
off," he said. 

China and Israel established 
full diplomatic relations on Fri- 
day, paving the way for Peking to 
play an important role in advanc- 
ing Middle East peace. 

Previously Israel had no official 
links with either Taiwan or Chi- 
na. Taipei and Peking have been 
foes since 1949 when the 
nationalists fled to Taiwan after 
being beaten by the communists. 


Mauritania president takes lead 

Opposition declares fraud in first contested presidential elections 

m Kn rim 


NOUAKCHOTT, , Mauritania 
(AP) — Military ruler Col. 
Maaouiya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya 
held a slight lead in early returns 
Saturday in this desert nation's 
first contested presidential elec- 
tion. 

Results from 17 of 52 depart- 
ments gave Taya 49.8 per cent, 
his chief challenger, Ahmed Ould 
Daddah 45.8 per cent, and two 
other candidates split the rest. 

If Col. Taya gets 50 per cent he 
can avoid a runoff. Votes from 
the eastern region, also believed 
to favour Col. Taya, were yet to 
be counted. 

Col. Taya's support was 
strongest in the north, where the 
population is largely Moorish. 
Mr. Dadah’s strongest showing 
was in the south, where the black 
minority lives. Human rights 
groups say Taya's government, 
made up mostly of Moors who 
are of Arabic and Berber des- 
cent. has persecuted blacks, im- 
prisoning and killing some be- 
lieved to oppose his rule. 

Opposition leaders have 
already claimed Friday's vote was 
rigged by Col. Taya's government 
and Mr. Daddah ’s party said it 
would ask that the vote be annul- 
led. 

European Parliament observer 
Henri Saby told the Associated 
Press, "it is clear that every 
candidate had tried every means 
of trickery and fraud imaginable, 
but what is not clear is whether 
they succeeded,” in falsifying the, 
vote. 


CAIRO (R) — Egyptian diplo- 
mat Mahmoud Riad, secretary- 
general of the Arab League in the 
1970s and a critic of his country's 
peace with Israel, has died in 
Cairo aged 75. 

The Salaam hospital in Cairo's 
Mohandiseen district said Mr. 
Riad died on Friday night and 
would be buried on Sunday. Al 
Abram newspaper said he died of 
a heart attack. 

Mr. Riad privately opposed the 
peace treaty signed in 1979 but 
had to resign his Arab League 
post after member states sus- 
pended Egypt and decided to 
move the league headquarters 
from Cairo to Tunis. 

He remained prominent in 
Arab public life as a senior states- 
man and commentator. 

Mr. Riad remained sceptical of 
the peace process until the very 
end, warning the Arabs that they 
were dealing from a position of 
weakness in talks they started last 
October with Israel. 

"The Arab shipr is being buf- 


He said the worst offenders 
were Col. Tayya and Mr. Dad- 
dah. a half-brother of Maurita- 
nia’s first president, Moktar Ould 
Daddah. He was overthrown by a 
military council that Col. Taya 
ousted in 1984 palace coup. 

Col. Taya's information offic- 
er, Mohamed Ould Babetta, ac- 
cused Mr. Daddah of "fraud on 
eveiy front” but said it was not 
serious enough to warrant calling 
new elections. 

Before the vote. Col. Taya said 
he would step down "without 
embarrassment and with humil- 
ity” if he is defeated. 

Balloting officials and interna- 
tional observers estimated a turn- 
out of more than 85 per cent of 
the 1,165.000 registered voters 
among the nation of nearly 2 
million people. Thousands of 
people lined up to vote across the 
country. 

Riot police patrolled shanty- 
towns Friday as angry blacks pro- 
tested that the Arab-dominated 
government kept them from vot- 
ing in this desert nation's first 
multiparty presidential elections. 

The three opposition candi- 
dates claimed massive fraud in 
the voting, which comes after 23 
years of military rule by Col. 
Maaouiya Ould Sid'Ahmed 
Taya. 

Witnesses said armed para- 
military troops dispersed crowd 
at some polling stations with 
baton charges. There were re- 
ports of minor injuries, although 
the voting appeared generally 




President Taya 
peaceful. 

Responding to complaints 
that many residents could not 
vote, officials blamed inefficiency - 
and ineptitude. Some voting lists 
were handwritten and many elec- 
tion officials, assessors and repre- 
sentatives of all the candidates 
had to count ballots by candle- 
light. 

If no candidate receives 50 per 
cent of the vote, a runoff is 
scheduled Feb. 7. 

Dozens of blacks crowded 
around voting booths in Nouak- 
chott's eastern El Mina suburb, a 
town of wood, tin and cardboard 
shanties where a minority Islamic 
fundamentalist movement is win- 
ning support. 

As voting closed and dusk fell 
at 7 p.m., the blacks surrounded 
two U.S. diplomats shouting, 
"they won't let us vote because 
we’re black." 

“It's apartheid in this country. 


On every front we are discrimin- 
ated against." one woman yelled. 

There were similar scenes at 
several ballot stations. One near- 
ly turned violent when Arab vo- 
ters yelled that they too had not 
been able to vote and blacks 
turned on them, screaming, 
‘liars, liars." 

Riot police patrolling the city 
in jeeps and trucks blocked off 
ballot stations and administrative 
offices where blacks were 
gathered. 

An Associated Press reporter 
watched thousands of black vot- 
ing during the 12-hour balloting, 
which was generally peaceful. 
Several Arabs in the crowds had 
not voted when balloting closed. 

Mr. Saby said the worst vote- 
fraud offenders were Col. Taya 
and his chief rival, Mr. Ahmed 
Ould Daddah. 

A spokesman for Mr. Daddah 
said- he would call for the elec- 


tions to be cancelled. 

Coi. Taya's spokesman, 
Mohamed OukJ Babetta, accused 
Mr. Daddah of "fraud on ever) 1 
front” but said it was not serious 
enough to warrant calling new 
elections. 

An outside contender, eco- 
nomist and former Nouakchott 
maw: Mohamed Mahmoud OukJ 
Mali. also called for a new vote. 
He said yellow ballots printed 
with his name looked too much 
like blank orange slips for voters 
who rejected ali candidates. 

it was not immediately possible 
to contact the other outsider, 
Col. Moustapha Ould SeaJeck. 
who helped overthrow the Ould 
Daddah regime. 

Mr. Daddah and other opposi- 
tion candidates have accused Coi. 
Taya of using the administration 
to register his supporters more 
than once while preventing 
thousands of blacks from register- 
ing. 

Col. Taya's spokesman made 
the same allegation against Mr. 
Daddah, saving he had used allies 
among government officials. 

Mr. Saby said the attempts at 
fraud ranged from falsifying vot- 
ing cards and fabricating identi- 
fication cards to registering voters 
who were too young or who were 
dead. 

At one voting booth in Ouad- 
naga, 50 kilometres outside 
Nouakchott. Mr. Saby said, be 
helped stop voting because it was 
dear the ballot box was stuffed 
before balloting began. 


feted by waves and has the direst 
need for someone to steer it with 
skill ... so that the Arab nego- 
tiator should know he is negotiat- 
ing for peace and not surrender,” 
he wrote in A! Hayat newspaper 
last Tuesday. 

Like many of modern Egypt's 
famous sons. Mr. Riad rose from 
modest origins to start a career as 
an army officer. 

A strong advocate of Arab 
unity, he rose quickly under 
Egypt's radical president Gama! 
Abdel Nasser but found himself 
swimming against the tide when 
Anwar Sadat turned Egypt more 
towards the West. 

Mr. Riad caught Nasser's eye 
as ambassador to Syria in the 
heady pan-Arabist days of the 
1950s, just before the two coun- 
tries united in the . short-lived 
United Arab RepubGc in 1958. 
He became the president's fore- 
ign affairs adviser. 

He was Egypt’s ambassador to 
the Ltaited Nations and then de- 
puty prime minister and foreign 


minister from 1964 until 1972. 

As Arab League secretary- 
general from 1972 until 1979, Mr. 
Riad was the Arab world’s key 
diplomat during the 1973 October 
War and the oil boom which 
brought it worldwide power. 

"I was not against peace. But I 
am against the treaty because it is 
against peace.” he told Reuters in 
a 1989 interview. 

"It was not a comprehensive 
peace settlement for the Middle 
East crisis but a separate treaty 
between Egypt and Israel.” 

In the 1980s, he tried to use his 
close links with Syria and its 
president Hafez Al Assad to 
reintegrate Egypt into the Arab 
fold, frequently travelling to 
Damascus and urging other Arab 
states to think again about ostra- 
cising Cairo. 

‘‘ He lived to see the Arab 
League return to Cairo and Egypt 
resumecentre stage in Arab poli- 
tics. 

Born in the Nile delta on Jan. 
8, 1917, Mr. Riad graduated from 



Muslims 
and police 
clash in 
Cameroon 


Mr. Mahmoud Riad 

the military academy in 1936. 

. He had direct experience of the 
Arab-Israeli conflict as early as 
1949, when he served on the 
mixed armistice commission 
which oversaw the end of the 
fighting which ' accompanied the 
creation of Israel. 

He wrote several books, includ- 
ing "the search for peace and the 
struggle in the Middle East,” and 
contributed frequently to Arab 
newspapers. 

He is survived by a wife and 
three sons. 


YAOUNDE (R) — Muslim 
youths in Cameroon fought street 
battles with security forces on 
Saturday, a day after at least two 
protesters were killed in clashes 
over a new mosque in the capital. 
■ Witnesses said gangs of angry 
youths threw up street barricades 
in Yaounde's Muslim quarter. La 
Briqueterie. and attacked cars 
and property. 

Plumes of black smoke rose 
from the area, a network of nar- 
row streets, and a police helicop- 
ter hovered overhead. 

Riot police fought pitched’bat- 
tles with Muslims after Friday 
prayers to prevent a banned 
march on the town hall. 

March organiser Alhaji Sani 
said Sabio Housseini, 15, was 
shot dead by a bullet in the head. 


Kuwait gets new jets, officer discontent still *wi despread 


KUWAIT CITY (AP) — Kuwait 
look delivery of the first three of 
40 U.S.-built F/A-18 fighter air- 
craft Saturday in what the defence 
minister said is the initial step in 
building a post-Guif war military 
with a heavily high-tech arsenal. 

But many senior officers, dis- 
mayed by the slow pace of reform 
in the Kuwaiti military are look- 
ing to a U.S. military review now 
underway, pins promised par- 
liamentary elections in October, 
as their only hope of press u r in g 
the government to revamp the 
armed forces from the top down. 

Defence Minister Sheikh AH Al 
Sabah said the military recon- 
struction will be partly financed 
by selling military hardware and 
ammunition worth and estimated 
$4 billion left behind by the Iraqi 
army. 

He said Kuwait wifi be scrupu- 
lous in choosing the buyers for the 
leftover Iraqi tanks, artillery and 
ammunition so that the weapons 
don’t end up back in Iraqi hands. 

"This is the beginning of im- 
proving the Kuwaiti military 
through the route of high technol- 
ogy," the minister said. 


“If you have high technology, 
yon don’t have to look for a bigger 
manpower. With smaller man- 
power, yon can have a protective 
army," be told The Associated 
Press during the ceremony for the 
newly arrived F-A-lfts. 

The 40 Hornets, acquired 
under a $1.6 billion contract in 
1988, will replace the air forex's 
aging A -4 Skyttawks and Mirage 
F-ls. 

Another eight F/A-I8s, winch 
cost $38 million apiece, win be 
delivered over the next month. 

The rest of the jets will fly in 
after the $500 million reconstruc- 
tion of the Al Atuuadi and Al 
Jahra air bases wrecked during 
the war. Tbe runways and han- 
gars should be completed by An- 


other equipment to be deli- 
vered from the United States over 
the next 18 months include 700 
Hnmvees, the modern jeep. Tbe 
Kuwaitis might also possible get 
Hawk anti- aircraft missiles, to re- 
place those captured by Iraq, as 
well as Patriot missile systems. 

Orders for tanks and other 


battlefield equipment await the 
outcome of the American military 
study. 

Kuwait's military is down to 
about 10,000 men, including 
4,000 in the air force, from a 
pre-invasion level of around - 
21 , 000 . 

The government has »Bfn»kyil 
thousands of stateless men known 
as “bidoun" who formed tbe baft: 
of the pre- invasion military. 

Many allegedly joined (fee Ira- 
qis during the invasion so the 
authorities want to Emit their 
number and recruit Kuwaiti 
citizens. But an initial recruftmenl 
drive attracted only about 2,000. 

A defence pact signed with the 
United States in December, along 
with a similar pact to be signed 
with Britain next month and one 
trader negotiation with France, 
■ns lessened Kuwait’s security jit- 
ters. 

"With Saddam Hussein in pow- 
er I think the threat’s still there,” 
Sheikh AH said. “Protection is the 
friends you have, and not the 
weapons yon have." 

Kuwait rejected an initial plan 


for Egyptian and Syrian troops, 
feeling their ardour in protecting 
the emirate could ebb according 
to the whims of Arab politics. ■ 

An Omani proposal for the Gulf 
Arab states to beef up their joint 
forces to 100,000 men also 
appears stillborn. 

The December summit of the 
six-member Gulf Cooperation 
Council referred it to a study 
committee for a further six 
months, in effect, sfaefiving the 
proposal. 

For many Kuwaiti colonels and 
other senior officers, tbe most 
galling aspect of the military 
dboas during tbe invasion is that 
the top commanders have not 
been replaced. 

Ten senior air force officers and 
250 army officers signed petitions 
last May demanding the rirwifagai 
of up to 30 generals and a strictly 
military review of what went 
wrong when Iraqi troops invaded 
in August 1990. 

Hie defence minister sahl a 
review process is underway. 

“We have to revise our tactics, 
we have to revise our training, we 
have to revise a lot of things, and 


one of them is to revise our 
capabilities as commanders and 
soldiers." Sheikh Ali said. 

A British plan completed in 
August calk for a 30, 000-man 
force. With the ground forces 
deployed in a series of forts along 
the border, they would in theory 
be able to hold of invaders until 
help arrived. 

“We can get to a point where 
we can stop the enemy from in- 
vading Kuwait. 1 don’t want to 
talk about days, or how long we 
can stop them," Sheikh Ali said. 

He said the military would be 
90 per cent rebuilt wi thh» a year. 

Many of the officers who stood 
their ground and fought while the 
senior commanders fled said they 
think they’ll have to wait far the 
elections before real dwy will 
come. 

“There are just too many ea- 
treached interests in the military. 
We need an independent body 
that can pressure the govern- 
ment,” said one senior officer 
who was captured by the Iraqis. 
He spoke on condition of anonym- 
tty. 
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CHURCHES 


a M mj of Nwctfa Church Swcifwh 
Td. 810740 

jtwiwihffr rf Cod Church. Td. 

Cbarch Tel. 634590. 
the Aommctatkw Tel.' 


637440. 

Dc b Safe Church Tel. 661757 
TemsanU Church Tel: 622366 
Church of fee Annonriation Td. 
623341. 

Aogficm Church Td. 635383. Td. 
628543. 

Armenian Catholic Church Tel. 
771331. 

Armenian Ortbodoi Qnrdi Td. 
775261. 

Syrian Orthodox Church Tel. 771751. 
Aaman Inunwdomri Church Td. 

685326. 

Evangelical Uniterm C hurch Td: 
811295. 

Tbe Ctnrdi of Jesaa Chris! of Latter- 
Day Safe* Td. 823824. 654932. 
Cborcii of Ibe Nazareac tel. 675601. 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology. 

It will be sunny and relatively cold, 
and winds will be southeasterly moder- 
ate. In Aqaba, winds will be northerly 
moderate and seas calm. 

MHlJMaa. tempi. 

Amman 0/9 

Aqaba 6 / 17 

Deserts -2/9 

Jordan Valiev 6/16 


Yesterday's high temperatures: Am- 
man 8. Aqaba <6. Humidity readings: 
Amman 45 per cent. Aqaba 22 per 
cent. 

USEFUL TELEPHONE 


NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr.SaccdAli 788285 

Dr. Ghati Abu Sheikha 752405 

Dr. Ahmad HtmcQun 7521 18 

Dr. Khalil Jabali 740740 

Firas pharmacy 6619 12 

Rsrdows pharmacy 778336 

Al Ascma pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

Al Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmcbani pharmacy 637660 

ranh 

Dr. Ali Ai Sanunan (— ) 

Al Sham' pharmacy 275825 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Khalid Abu Hussein (— ) 


Khalifch pharmacy • 985417 


Food Control Centre 637111 

Civil Defence Department 661111 

Civil Defence Immediate 

Rescue 630341 

Gvil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Police 192.621111.637777 

Fire Brigade 891228 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Pnbtk Scanty Department 630321 

Hold Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints 897467 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints 787111 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistanc e ) 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 661101 

Jordan Television ....773111 


Radio Jordan 774! 1 1 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority ... 815615 

Electric Power 

Company 636381 

RJ Flight Information 08-53200 

Queen A&a Ind. Airport. 08-53200 


AMMAN: 

Hussein Medial Centre 813813/32 

Kbalhfi Maternity, J. Aim ... 644281/6 
Akikh Maternity, J. Aran.... 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 642362 

Maflias.j. Amman 636140 

Palestine, Shraeisani 664171/4 

Shmctsani. Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 84S845 

Al*Muashcr Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic, Aboali 666127/37 

Al-Ahh - . Abdali 664164/6 

Italian, AJ-Muhajreen 777101/3 

Al-BadUr, J. Ashrafkh 775111/26 

Army. Marita 891611/15 

Owen Alia HospiuJ £02240/50 

Amal Hospital 674155 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital (09)983323 


Zarqa National Hospital .. (09)900560 

Dm Sina Hospital (09)986732 

Al ffikau Modem Hospital (09)990990 
IRBDh 

Princess Basina Hospital .. (02 )27555 5 
Greek Catholic Hospital (02)272775 

Iba Al Nafees Hospital (021247100 

AQABA; 

Princess Haya Hospital .... (03)314111 


QUEEN AUA 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 

This itrformaaoo is supplied by Royal 
Jordanian ( RJ ) io formation depart- 
ment at tbe Qoeen Aha International 
Airport Tel. (08)53200-5, where h 
should always he verified. 

AHB0VAU5 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
(Terminal 1) 

09*9 Jeddah (RJ) 

•MO Aqaba (RJ) 

•*55 Dubai. Abo Dhabi (RJ) 


IMS Doha, Bahrain (RJ) 

MWS Cairo (RJ) 

17:M .... New York . Amsterdam (RJ) 

UW0 Madrid, Rome (RJ) 

!&•§ Paris. Geneva (RJ) 

18:15 Frankfurt. Vienna (RJ) 

1 9S3» London, Brussels (RJ) 

Other Flights (Terminal 2) 

»■-» Cairo (MS) 

1*48 Moscow (SU) 

1808 Larnaea(CY) 

1935 Beirut (ME; 

DEPARTURES. 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Rights 
(Terminal 1) 

8&1S Beirut (RJ) 

07*9 Aqaba (RJ) 

H:li Tunis. Casablanca (RJ) 

tit4S Cairo (RJ) 

UM8 Lamaka(KJ) 

2M» Jeddah (RJ) 

2*98 Damascus (RJ) 

Riyadh (RJ) 

2tfc30 Abu Dhabi. Dubai (RJ) 

22dM Kuala Lumpur, Singapore ( RJ) 

21-88 Bangkok (RJ) 

2Z*5 Sanaa (RJ) 

Other Flights (Terminal 2) 

lfc2S Cairo (MS) 


Beirut, Rome (AZ) 

Moscow (SU) 

Lanaca(CY) 
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King meets Taiwanese 
minister, reviews ties 

AMMAN (J.T.) — His Majesty 
King Hussein conferred at the 
Royal Court Saturday with 
Taiwan's Minister of State for 
Scientific and Technological 
Affairs who conveyed to him 
greetings from the Taiwanese 
president and reviewed 
Jordanian-Taiwanese relations. 

The Taiwanese minster, Con- 
nan Hong, who is accompanied 
by a delegation of experts, is 
visiting Jordan at the invitation of 
the Jordan ain government to pro- 
vide technical advice and con- 
sultation on a number of develop- 
ment projects to be implemented 
m the Kingdom, according to the 
Jordan News Agency, Petra. 

King Hussein thanked the de- 
legation for their government’s 
assistance to Jordan and heard 
from its members a briefing on 
the experts mission. 

His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan met Mr. Hong and 
his accompanying delegation and 
discussed prospects for 
Jordanian-Taiwanese coopera- 
tion. 

Employment of science and 
technology used in Taiwan in 
fields related to Jordanian indus- 
try and investments were re- 
viewed at the meeting, which was 
attended by Minister of Planning 


Ziyad Fariz and the President of 
the Royal Scientific Society Dr. 
Hani Al Mnlki. 

Also reviewed at the meeting 
held at the Royal Court were 
matters that should be given 
priority such as education, natu- 
ral resources, free industrial 
zones and telecommunications, 
with a view to upgrading the 
efficiency of their staff and im- 
proving their scientific and in- 
dustrial standards. 

Prince Hassan, who is also 
president of the Higher Council 
for Science and Technology, 
stressed the need for giving sup- 
port to such matters as industrial 
and production management, 
which have taken on added im- 
portance in view of their role in 
promoting industrial perform- 
ance. 

According to the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, the Taiwanese 
delegation is scheduled to visit 
the Sahab Industrial City near 
Amman, the Natural Resources 
Authority, the Telecommunica- 
tions Corporation, the HCST, the* 
Royal Scientific Society, the 
Arab Potash Company (APC) 
and other installations to discuss 
prospects for future coperation 
between Jordan and Taiwan. 



IN BRIEF 


Jordanian-North Korean ties reviewed 

AMMAN (Petra) — Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of 
Transport AJi Suheimat received Saturday North Korean ambas- 
sador to Jordan Jung Sok Ung and discussed with him scopes of 
cooperation between Jordan and North Korea in the various 
fields. Mr. Suheimat stressed to the ambassador Jordan's desire to 
enhance economic cooperation between the two countries and 
called for increasing Jordanian exports to North Korea. He 
briefed the ambassador on the Jordanian market's needs of spare 
parts which could be imported from North Korea. The ambassa- 
dor was also received by Interior Minister Jawdat A I Sboul. The 
meeting called for promoting bilateral cooperation between the 
two countries. 

APC donates JD 20,000 to university 

1RBID (Petra) — The Arab Potash Company (APC) has 
contributed JD 20.000 to Yarmouk University to support the 
university's scientific programmes and plans. University President 
Ali Mahafza sent a letter to AFC’s director general to thank him 
for the contribution 


House committee to review foreign affairs 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Foreign Affairs Committee at the 
Lower House of Parliament will hold a meeting Monday under 
the chairmanship of Deputy Husni A1 Shayyab. The meeting will 
discuss foreign threats against Libya, the situation in Yugoslavia, 
the European Parliament's stand on the situation in the Middle 
East and the continuation of economic sanctions on Iraq. The 
House's Education Committee will meet on Tuesday under the 
chairmanship of deputy Yousef A1 Azem. The committee will 
discuss the 1988 Education Law No. 27. 



The following listings are compiled from monthly bulletins and 
the daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify the listed 
time arid place with the concerned institutions. 

EXHIBITIONS 

if Art exhibition by Her Royal Highness Princess WQdan and 
Italian ambassador to Jordan Franco de Courten at Ahdnl 
Hameed Sboman Foundation Gallery — 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. 
tt Exhibition of the activities of the Goethe Institute in Amman at 
the institute, Jabal Amman. 

☆ Exhibition of paintings by Alia Staanti Amount at Aha Art 
Gallery. 

•fr Art oichihitiwi by Jawhari at the British Council . 

SEMINAR 

☆ S eminar conducted by the director of the British Council on 
“T eaching Pronunciation of English’' at the British Council — 
5:30 p.m. 

FILM 

☆ Feature 61m entitled “Amadeus'* at the American Centre — 7 

p.m. 


RELIGIOUS GATHERING — His Majesty 
King Hnssem conferred at 1 the Royal Court 
Saturday with beads of Christian communities in 
Jordan, expressing his deep pride in their services 
to Jordanian society. In welcoming the bishops, 
the King stressed Jordan's keenness on 
unity among the Christians and Mustims of 
Jordan, noting that this has always been Jordan's 
policy over the years. King Hussein asked the 
bishops about their communities affairs, noting 
that Muslims and Christians wot together strug- 
gling to ensure continued freedom for the holy city 
of Jerusalem, the city of peace. Those present, 
Roman Catholic Patriarch of Jerusalem Michel 
Sabbah, Greek Orthodox Patriarch Diadares, the 
Armenian Patriarch of Jerusalem Archbishop 



AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal Highness Prince Mohammad, the 
personal representative of His Majesty King Hnssetn and president 
of the Royal Jordanian Chess Federation, received Saturday a 
delegation comprising members of the Royal Chess Federation and 
the Royal Chess Club. The delegation presented to Prince 
Mo h a mm a d the Shield of the Arab Chess Federation a 
certificate of merit which were granted to the Prince in apprecia- 
tion of his active role in the establishment of the Arab Chess 
Federation in 1975. The shield and the certificate were presented to 
His Royal Highness by the vice president of the Jordanian 
federation. The Arab Chess Federation has decided in a meeting of 
its general assembly held last November to honour Arab pioneers 
in chess. The ceremony, held at the Royal Court, was attended by 
Chief Chamberlain Wince Raad Ben Zdd, the King’s military 
secretary. His Royal Highness Prince Tala! Ben Mohammad, the 
King’s private secretary. His Royal Highness Prince Ali Ben Nayer 
and Youth Minister Saleh Irsbeidat. 


Organisation to finance 
two agricultural projects 
in Kingdom, official says 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Interna- 
tional Fund for Agricultural De-. 
velopment (IFAD), which is 
affiliated with the Rome-based 
U.N. Food and Agriculture Orga- 
nisation (FAO), has promised to 
finance two new Jordanian agri- 
cultural projects and to continue 
to finance existing projects. 

This was announced by Ghaleb 
Abu Arabi, Ministry of Agricul- 
ture secretary general, upon his 
return from Rome where he led 
Jordan’s delegation to the IFAD 
meeting. 

The meeting was for the 
IFAD's Council of Governors 
and was attended by 117 coun- 
tries out of 146 member states, 
Mr. Abu Arabi noted. 

Several administrative and 
financial issues and IFAD's fu- 
ture plans were reviewed. The 
delegates endorsed the fund’s 
1992 fiscal budget and elected a 
new board, Mr. Abu Arabi 
added. 

He said that special attention 


was given to the fund’s strategy 
on promoting economic life for 
rural women in developing coun- 
tries. 

Mr. Abu Arabi discussed 
separately with IFAD's director 
projects being financed by the 
fund in the Kingdom and submit- 
ted Jordanian government plans 
for two more projects for which 
the IFAD director gave initial 
approval. 

According to Mr. Abu Arabi. 
one of the projects pertains to 
sheep fattening while the other 
concerns the development of pas- 
ture lands and collecting rain 
water behind dams. 


Torkom Mauougian and Roman Catholic Bishop 
in Amman Salim Al Sayegh, voiced their delight 
over the visit. They described it as one of 
cordiality and allegiance. They said ftat the visit 
reflected the Christian communities confidence in 
and love for King Hussein as a leader and father 
of a united Jordanian family. The heads of the 
Christian churches said that Christians had been 
living in Jordan and Palestine in an atmosphere of 
affection and tolerance with their Muslim 
brothers, forming a united family. They also 
voiced their appreciation to the King for his 
continued concern over the affairs of all communi- 
ties in the Kingdom. Present at the meeting was 
Chief of the Royal Coart Adnan Abu Odeh. 


Federation 
calls for 
supporting 
Palestinians 

AMMAN (J.T. ) — The executive 
committee of the General Fed- 
eration of Palestinian Workers 
Saturday concluded its meeting in 
Amman by reaffirming the princi- 
pled stand of the Palestinian peo- 
ple and their inalienable rights in 
their own homeland under the 
leadership of the Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO). 

A just and durable peace can 
never be achieved in the Middle 
East unless the Palestinian people 
regain their full rights in accord- 
ance with international legality 
and in implementation of U.N., 
resolutions, particularly Security 
Council Resolution 194. and the 
total withdrawal of Israeli forces 
from occupied Arab lands, said a 
statement following the final ses- 
sion. 

The statement greeted the in- 
tifada of the Palestinian people 
now in its fifth year and called on 
the Arab World and world orga- 
nisations to extend support for 
the intifada and the Palestinian 
people's struggle for freedom. 

The statement voiced the 
Palestinian people's condemna- 
tion of Israel's continued settle- 
ment policy and the deportation 
of Palestinian activists. Jewish 
immigration to Palestine, the 
statement said, has become the 
major danger to the Palestinian 
people and it is time for the world 
community to put an end to such 
immigration, the statement 
noted. 

The statement also deplored 
the recent U.N. General Assem- 
bly decision to cancel an earlier 
resolution equating Zionism with 
racism. 

According to federation 
Secretary General Haidar Ibra- 
him, the executive committee was 
studying the prospect of setting 
up head offices in Jerusalem and 
Gaza and carrying out health 
security schemes for the benefit 
of Palestinian workers. 
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Government cracks down on firms 
producing low quality products 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Several distri- 
butors of oil proudets and fuel 
have been referred to court for 
trial for cheating on the amounts of 
fuel sold to the public, according 
to an announcement Saturday by 
the Ministry of Industry and 
Trade's Specifications and 
Measurements Department 
(SMD). 

Oil trucks owned by these dis- 
tributors have been confiscated 
and others have had their metres 
sealed with red tape while the 
distributors have been banned 
from operating their businesses 
until the courts decide on the 
penalties against them, according 
to a SMD spokesman. 

The spokesman said that SMD 
inspectors will maintain inspec- 
tion of the petrol stations and fuel 
distributors seeking to prevent 
any manipulation of fuel sales. If 
found guilty by the court, any of 
these fuel distributors can be 
fined up to JD 500 and impris- 
oned for at least one month, the 
spokesman noted. 

He said that the SMD was 


determined to prevent any cheat- 
ing on fuel sales. 

The SMD. which was estab- 
lished in 1972. has been entrusted 
with the task of preparing nation- 
al specifications and standards 
designed to control the quality of 
manufactured products to ensure 
their competitiveness in the face 
of foreign -made products. It is 
also supposed to guarantee that 
all merchants or traders in va- 
rious products, adhere to the set 
of rules regarding specifications 
and standards. 

The department director, Has- 
san al Saoudi, said that since its 
establishment, the department 
has issued 800 specifications deal- 
ing with locally-produced or im- 
ported products and has de- 
veloped methods for testing pro- 
ducts' quality. 

As a result of strictly adhering 
to these regulations, ihe majority 
of Jordanian products are now of 
high quality and are capable of 
competing with similar products 
in Arab and foreign markets, Mr. 
Saoudi noted. 


Bui, Mr. Saoudi added, there 
are some small factories which 
are not adhering to these speci- 
fications and standards due to 
lack of proper means to help 
them maintain conti-o! on quality 
on a permanent basis. 

Mr. Saoudi said that the SMD 
was trying to force all factories, 
large or small, to comply with the 
regulations by banning their pro- 
ducts from local markets unless 
they adhere to given specifica- 
tions. 

Factories which violate the 
rules are normally issued warning 
but subsequent violations might 
piompt the department to order 
the factory closed. 

According to Mr. Saoudi. the 
SMD has so far issued specifica- 
tions and standards related to 
foodstuffs, chemical products, 
building materials, electrical pro- 
ducts and appliances. 

To maintain control, said Mr. 
Saoudi. the SMD has appointed 
permanent representatives at all 
customs centtes to take samples 
of products for testing. 


Costs of desalinating water 
prohibitive for Jordan, minister says 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan has 
reasonable amounts of water re- 
sources like springs and under- 
ground reservoirs but the cost of 
exploiting these resources is com- 
paratively high since the country 
has no cheap sources of energy. 
Minister of Water and Irrigation 
Samir Kawar said Saturday. 

Purification or desalination of 
water for domestic, industrial and 
irrigation purposes can be costly, 
he said. Should the Kingdom face 
serious water shortages it would 
have to resort to desalinating 
water, especially for drinking 
purposes, the minister noted in a 
keynote address to a two-day 
symposium on brackish seawater 
desalination and recycling of used 
water. 

To carry out desalination of 
water, Jordan will have to rely 
more heavily on the work of 
research centres, which ought to 
take the initiative in seriously 
striving to find technological 
means not only to obtain the 
desalinated water but also to re- 
duce the cost of the desalination 
process, the minister noted. 

The symposium, organised by 
the Higher Council for Science 
and Technology (HCST) and the 
Metito Group of Companies is 
expected to review five working 
papers dealing with wide ranging 
topics related to water use. 

A total of 180 participants are 
taking pan in the symposium, 
representing ministries, universi- 
ties, private companies as well as 
specialists in the water fields who 
will be discussing means of de- 
veloping water resources for all 
purposes. 

In his address at the opening 
session, the minister said that 
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S amir Kawar 


water is given priority due to its 
importance for socio-economic 
and industrial development. Jor- 
dan, he said, is attaching import- 
ance to national awareness in 
view of the scarcity of water in 
the country, the continued 
population growth, industrial and 
agricultural expansion and the 
improvement of the standard of 
living in the country. 

This symposium coincides with 
national efforts directed at find- 
ing sufficient water resources to 
meet the growing needs of the 
country. It is hoped the sympo- 
sium will offer new ideas to help 
solve the water issue, the minister 
noted. 

Mr. Kawar said 65 per cent of 
the people of the Arab World 
receive water from resources 
lying outside their national 
boundaries and that 24 per cent 
of the Arab population does not 
have rivers on which they can 
depend on for constant supplies. 

In addition to these difficulties. 


Jordan faces scarcity of natural 
resources like energy and arable 
lands for agriculture which means 
that the country should exert 
more efforts to meet the chal- 
lenge. the minister pointed out. 

Jordan, the minister noted, 
considers water as a precious 
strategic commodity and the Wa- 
ter Ministry is therefore taking all 
possible measures to ensure eco- 
nomic use of water for various 
uses. 

At the same time, he said, 
proper measures are being taken 
to protect existing water re- 
sources from pollution. Should 
the need arise, recycling of water 
can be a technique to which the 
country might resort, especially 
for irrigation purposes, he added. 

Another speaker al the open- 
ing session was D»". Abdullah 
Toukan, HCST secretary gener- 
al. who spoke about the con- 
tinued drain on the traditional 
water resources in Jordan. He 
said this problem, together with 
the per capita increase of water 
consumption, call for Jordan to 
start looking for alternative water 
resources. 

Metito representative Farouk 
Ghandour addressed the meeting 
and noted that Jordan faces a real 
water problem. Although suffi- 
cient rain water fell in the country 
recently, Jordan still faces a shor- 
tage as its underground water 
level estimated at 95 million cubic 
metres. 

Mr. Ghandour urged the con- 
cerned authorities to step up 
efforts to find alternative re- 
sources and to resort to desalina- 
tion of sea water and recycling 
used water as means of meeting 
the water challenge. 


Sharif Zeid to review public freedoms report 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Prime Minis- 
ter Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker Satur- 
day received a report on the 
general public freedoms situation 
in the country and promised the 
government's full study on the 
report. 

According to the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, the prime minis- 
ter was handed the report by the 
Public Freedoms Committee of 
the Lower House of Parliament. 


He expressed understanding the 
situation, the agency reported. 

Sharif Zeid has promised to 
follow up the various cases men- 
tioned in the committee’s report 
and stressed the importance of 
continued cooperation between 
the executive and legislative au- 
thorities to safeguard the public 
interest, Petra said. 


Presenting the report to the 
prime minister were House 
Speaker Abdul Latif Arabiyat 
and Committee Chairman Ibra- 
him Khreisat in the presence of 
Deputy Prime Minister and 
Education Minister Thouqan 
Hindawi and Minister of Trans- 
port Ali Suheimat. ’ 

No details were given by Petra 
about the contents of the report. 


New 

military 

course 

introduced 

AMMAN (Petra) — Chairman of 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff Field 
Marshal Fathi Abu Taleb opened 
Saturday at the Royal Command 
and Staff Academy a military 
course which qualifies officers 
participating in it to get a bache- 
lors degree in military sciences. 

Reid Marshal Abu Taleb deli- 
vered an opening address in 
which he outlined the role of the 
Armed Forces in defending the 
Kingdom. The Armed Forces, he 
said, has carried out its pan-Arab 
and national duties in the best 
manner under His Majesty King 
Hussein's directives. 

The chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Srtaff stressed the need 
for the army to follow up de- 
velopments in military sciences. 


British Embassy 
Annual Notice To All 
British Nationals Living In Jordan 

Have you registered with the British Embassy. If you are a 
British citizen and live in Jordan please contact the British 
Embassy, Consular Section, in order to obtain a registra- 
tion form. 

If you have registered during 1991 please confirm your 
continuing presence in Jordan by re-registering as soon 
as possible. Please also notify the Consular Section about 
any changes of address and/or telephone number. Such 
confirmation is in the interests of all British nationals in Jordan. 
If names are not re-registered within three months the 
Embassy will be obliged to consider that those concerned 
have left the country. The names will accordingly be 
deleted from the register. 

If you are a citizen of a Commonweafth country which 
does not have an Embassy or Consulate in Jordan please 
ask the British Embassy, Consular Section, about registra- 
tion formalities. 

The British Embassy is located in Abdoun, near 
the Orthodox Cfub. Telephone 823100. The Post 
Office Box Number is 87. 

The Consular Section is open from Sunday until Thursday 
0830 - 1200 hours. 


USAID/JORDAN is seeking expressions of interest from qualified 
Jordanian technical consultants in the below listed areas for possible 
short-term contractual assignment to participate with a team of U.S. 
contractors in: 

1. The preparation of a water management and conservation plan. 

2. The preparation of the water quality improvement and conservation 
project document. 

A detailed scope of work of the proposed 2 phase project is available 
on request. 

The consultants required must have a recognised expertise on water 
related issues. The anticipated level of efforts follows: 


Phase I 

SKILLS REQUIRED 

1) Water & Waterwaste Engineer 

2) Economist 

3) Hydrologist 

4) Public Administration Specialist 

5) Agriculturalist 

Phase II 

1) Hydrologist 

2) Water/Wastewater 

3) Agriculturalist 


PERSON-DAYS (APPROXIMATE) 
17 (during February - April) 

17 (during February - April) 

15 (daring February - April) 

26 (during February - April) 

22 (during February - April) 


18 (during May - June) 
18 (during May - June) 
18 (during May - June) 


Interested individuals with at least 10 years experience should submit 
Curriculum Vitae to the EXO/USAiD/Amman, P.O.Box 354. 
Telephone No. 604171. 

English language (speaking/writing) is prerequisites. The submittal 
date shall not be later than February 4, 1992 . 



WORLDWIDE EXPRESST 


Due to major growth plans within 
the Middle East we require : 
Sales Executive (male or female) 

YOU MUST HAVE: 

• A track record of success in a service environment 
• A very high degree of self motivation 
- A high standard of education and presentation 

* Fluency in English and Arabic 

• Current driving licence 

• A Jordanian national passport 

YOU WILL BE AGED BETWEEN 24-30 YEARS, 
PREFERABLY WITH A GRADUATE DEGREE, 
FLEXIBLE, ADAPTABLE, ABLE TO WORK UNDER 
PRESSURE AT TIMES AND GOAL ORIENTATED. 
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We offer: 
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• Excellent salary • Commission • Company car 
• Petrol allowance • Medical cover 

INITIAL WRDTEN ENQUIRIES, INCLUDING YOUR 
CURRICULUM VITAE AND RECENT PASSPORT 
SIZE PHOTOGRAPH MAY BE SENT TO: 

The General Manager 
DHL Worldwide Express 
P.O.Box 927111 - Amman 
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THE AMERICAN Jewish delegation, currently visiting 
Jordan, did the right thing to visit several pivotal Arab 
capitals before proceeding to Israel today. To begin with, 
the liming of this fact-finding mission by members of the 
New York-based American Jewish Congress could not be 
more opportune in view of the fact that the much heralded 
Arab-IsraeJi peace negotiations appear beaded towards 
early deadlock over Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Sha- 
mir's settlement policy in the occupied territories and his 
repressive measures against Palestinians under occupation. 
Shamir is also defying the whole world and not only the 
Arab side by rejecting the land for peace formula and 
offering instead his peace for peace option. 

With tills in mind, the question poses itself of how the 
visiting delegation can contribute to preventing the peace 
talks from reaching the inevitable deadlock. We think there 
is a great deal that they can do simply because the Jewish 
community in the U.S. has both influence and clout with 
Israeli governments and Israeli leaders in general. The 
organic link between Israel and American Jews cannot 
therefore be challenged by neither Sh amir nor any of his 
Likud partners who often act and make far-reaching policy 

■ decisions in isolation of the long range interests of the Israeli 
j people themselves and the whole region with them. 

i Having championed moral causes on a worldwide scale, 
; the American Jewish leaders can be expected to comprehend 
! the moral dimension of the Palestinian case and the Arab 
! concerns. There can be no escape from the conclusion that 
I real injustice has been done to the Palestinians and it must 
! be rectified. Can anybody be blind to the plight of the 
j Palestinians and to the denial of their existence by Israel? 
j On lie issue of the long term interests of Israel, can there be 
: any doubt still that only through the achievement of just and 
) permanent peace in the Middle East Israel can assure for 
: itself a permanent place and role in the area? Can there be 
- any doubt in the mind of any responsible person that 
| without peace in the Middle East, the entire region would 

■ drift willy-nilly towards radicatisation, extremism and the 
! proliferation of mass-destruction weapons? 

i From what our people can sense, Shamir and - his 
\ extremist partners in the government are not amenable to 
J reason and common sense. They are simply too intoxicated 
{ by the raw power that Israel now enjoys and by the historic 
j changes in the world and shifts in regional balance. Wise 
: and responsible Jewish leaders can and should strive to 
j change this self-centred and short-sighted perspective by 
telling the Israeli leadership that their bargaining power 
must be invested to attain true and lasting peace and not to 
buy tizr.e until another war erupts. The Arab side has made 
a strategic decision in favour of an honourable and 
guaranteed peace based not only on what the Arabs aspire to 
but also on the will of the comity of nations and international 
legitimacy. Let's not miss this unique and historic chance. 
The visiting Jewish leaders cannot ignore their duty towards 
the current opportunity for peace. The Arab side, as they 
must have already done, would welcome any positive role 
that they can piay in these Irving times. Hopefiiily they will 
travel to Israel today more convinced than ever of the Arab 
sincerity about peace and they will carry this message with 
them loud and dear. 


AlRA&IIC IPgSSSS CggaggEWgAgEES 

THE PAST year. 1991. was the first year in the life of the 
so-called new world order during which Israel was helped by the 
United States ic build three rimes more settlements than any time 
in the post, said A1 Ra'i Arabic daily Saturday. During 1991 the 
United States destroyed Iraqi homes and killed thousands of 
people in addition to demolishing Iraq's economy, places of 
worship and other installations in the name of the new world 
order, the paper said, in fact, the United States is Israel's 
accomplice in killing the international legality, which Washington 
continues to brag about, because it is financing the construction of 
Israeli settlements in the occupied Arab lands. At the beginning. 
Washington had described the settlement programmes as illegal 
action: later it called it an obstacle to peace, said the paper. But 
under Zionist pressure the United States did not only remain 
silent about these settlements, it also offered hundreds of millions 
of dollars to finance them to enable Israel to absorb the Jewish 
immigrants, mainly from Europe, the paper added. It said that 
Washington is helping Israel in its defiance of the world 
community and U.N. security resolutions concerning the occu- 
pied Arab territories and. therefore, it is impossible to'trust the 
American policy of mediation to arrive at a just solution to the 
Palestinian issue. As long as the Americans are harbouring evil 
intentions a£3rnsr the Arabs, said the paper, the Arabs have no 
confidence in Washington's promises and policies which are 
indeed oriented towards enabling Israel to pursue its aggression 
on the Arab World. 

A columnist in A1 Dustour daily laments the present pitiable 
situation in the Arab World which, he said, is incapable of coping 
with Israel's achievements at the international and regional levels. 
By establishing diplomatic relations with China, the Israelis have 
thus deprived the Arabs of an ally. 'and extended its arms to a new 
comer of the globe, said Mohammad Kawash. The writer said 
that under the so-called new world order, Israel, helped by the 
United States first restored its diplomatic ties with African 
countries, then invaded Eastern Europe and at last it succeeded in 
establishing ties with China. In contrast, he said, the Arab from 
has been in retreat all the time, with the Arabs losing ground to 
their adversaries simply because they are divided and at a loss. 
The writer said that the hardest blow of all came will a recent 
U.N. General .Assembly resolution cancelling an earlier decision 
of equating Zionism with racism, at a rime when the Israelis 
continue to occupy Arab lands in defiance of all principles. On the 
domestic front, the writer said, the Arabs are so divided that the 
Islamic countries were motivated to declare their opposition to 
ending the sanctions imposed on Iraq and to decide on the 
cancellation of jihad (holy war"), thus stemming ail Arab attempts 
at regaining their usurped territory. 


Sunday’s Economic Pulse 


Bv Dr. Fafad A* Fanefc j 
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IT does not make sense to focus all the attention on the reform 
of the central government economics and the rationalisa- 
tion of its revenues and expenditures through the budget while at 
the same time ignoring the alarming situation of some public 
corporations, simply because they do not publish their annual 
balance sheets and do not reveal their shortcomings to the public 
opinion. 

Four public corporations were important enough to draw the 
attention of the economic adjustment programme, which called 
specifically for the overhauling of their structures. The four 
corporations are Jordan Electricity Authority (JEA), Jordan 
Water Authority (JWA), Aqaba Railway and the Royal Jorda- 
nian (RJ). Hie four corporations were found to be heavy burdens 
on the public finance instead of contributing to the financing of 
the state or at least covering their own costs. 

As far as the Electricity Authority is concerned, a review of the 
price unit of its product is overdue. JEA obtains fuel at a 
subsidised price, yet it sells power to distribution companies at big 
loss. Thus JEA is neither able to cover its cost nor to service its 
debt. It needs external financing, either directly from the treasury 
or under its guarantee. 

Hie Water Authority has an unhealthy financial structure. It is obliged 
to use uneconomical tariffs. It fails to maintain its equipment 
efficiently, collect its debts from consumers, expand its services or 


orations should 


service its huge debt which is far beyond its capacity. 

Aqaba Railway was meant to perform one job: the transporta- 
tion of phosphate from the mines to the- port. It has an 
incompetent administration, inefficient maintenance, It has re- 
cently adjusted its prices at the expense of Jordan Phosphate 
Mines Company. This eliminated its losses for the time being, but 
losses may return soon unless the corporation is reformed 
administratively, technically, and financially. 

The Royal Jordanian airline has a severe financial deficit which 
accumulated over years and could not be ignored indefinitely. 
The solution, of course, is to privatise the corporation. But before 
such a step may become feasible, the airline must be turned 
around to financial profitability, which is not happening. 

The government has made a written commitment in the letter 
of intent to the International Monetary Fund (IMF) to reform the 
four corporations during the first year of the programme, 1992. It 
is too early to judge if the government is serious about it and 
whether it has the will to perform the surgical operations long 
overdue. 

No doubt the correction measures must give full consideration 
to pricing public commodities on economical basis, especially 
where the scarce sources of water and electricity are concerned. 
However, it is not fair to stop there. Not only because there is a 
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streets or leaks to the ground due to inefficiency and bad 
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expensive for its operations and tor the norms or the air transport 
market. 

The distortions and inefficiencies that plague the Jordanian 
economy are not confined to the macro level on.y There are 
equally harmful distortions and inefficiencies the micro level 
in the structures and operations of certain economic sectors and 
unite r»f nnviiifiifin run bv the sovernment. 


Israel targets Galilee village for destruction 


AMID the fierce debate about 
Israeli plans to settle Soviet im- 
migrants in occupied Arab terri- 
tories. the fate of Arabs inside 
Israel's internationally recognised 
borders also hangs in the balance. 
While the Bush administration 
has linked approval of Israel's 
request for $10 billion in loan 
guarantees to a halt in Israel's 
settlement policy in the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip, there is 
evidence that Israel intends to 
dislocate its own citizens to make 
room for new Soviet arrivals. The 
inhabitants of the Arab village of 
Ramya seem to be the test-case 
for this new resettlement plan. 

Located near the Jewish city of 
Carmiel. Ramya has been home 
to 17 Bedouin Arab families ( 100 
individuals) for more than fifty 
years. In existence prior to the 
establishment of the state of 
Israel. Ramya has neve* been 
officially recognised by the Israeli 
government, and hence, has been 
denied basic services such as wa- 


ter and sewage systems, electric- 
ity and paved roads. Carmiel. 
which was established on ex- 
propriated Arab land in 1966. has 
witnessed a recent population 
boom, due largely to the recent 
influx of Soviet immigrants. 

According to the Oct. 2 edition 
of The New York Times. Car- 
miel. which has a population of 
close to 30.000. has absorbed 
more than S.U00 Soviet immig- 
rants since 1989. As a result of 
this growth. Carmiel is seeking to 
expand its city limits to include 
surrounding lands, including the 
village of Ramya. 

The villagers expressed their 
willingness to welcome new 
Soviet immigrants into their com- 
munity. but the Israeli govern- 
ment decreed they must vacate 
their land completely. In June, 
the District Court in Haifa issued 
an order to evict the residents of 
Ramya. stipulating that the fami- 
lies must evacuate the village by 
Sept. 16. 


Villagers joined with sym- 
pathetic groups and individuals 
inside Israel to fight the eviction. 
Arabs and Jews alike came to the 
defence of Ramya. An article in 
the New York-based Village 
voice quoted Knesset member 
Shulamit Aloni of the Citizens 
Rights Movement as saying: 

“There is no reason or authority 
to take away the lands of people 
who have lived there for hun- 
dreds of years.” 

The Committee in Solidarity 
with the Village of Ramya con- 
tacted ADC and other non-gov- 
ernmental organisations to rally 
support, the Bush administration 
was asked to intervene in the 
matter, and a telex bank was 
established targetting the Israel 
Lands Administration. The group 
also asked that messages be sent 
to Israeli Prime Minster Yitzhak 
Shamir. Housing Minister Ariel 
Sharon and Carmiel Mayor Adi 
Eldar. As a result, a local court 


delayed the eviction for fifteen 
days, and on Sept. 26, the Israeli 
Supreme Court delayed action 
for two months. 

ADC contacted the White 
House and the State Department 
to protest Israel's attempt to 
drive out indigenous Palestinians. 
In a statement to the press, ADC 
President Albert Mokhiber said: 

"‘The Israeli government has 
made it clear that Arabs are not 
welcome in their homeland. This 
is the first time in forty years that 
an Israeli Arab village has been 
slated for destruction in order to 
make room for Jews. This con- 
firms the worst nightmare of 
Israel's Arab inhabitants. Though 
they have lived as citizens of 
Israel for the last 43 years, they 
are now being asked to leave 
their ancestral lands. Where does 
Israel expect them to go?" He 
further asked,: “Is this the true 
intention of Israel's request for 
$10 billion in U.S. loan guaran- 


tees?’' "In a letter to Mr. Mokhi- 
ber. a State Department official 
said the administration had con- 
tacted Israeli auth retries about 
Ramya. and would “continue to 
monitor the situation closely." 

Expropriation of Arab land in 
the Galilee began in 1976. in an 
effort to set aside land for future 
Jewish settlement. Arab resist- 
ance to the land seizures led to a 
confrontation on March 30. 1976 
which claimed the lives of four 
Arabs. This event is commemo- 
rated annually as “Yaum Al- 
Ard" — the Day of the Land. 

It was also in 1976 that Israeli 
authorities expropriated the land 
on which the village of Ramya 
sits. However, due to Ramya's 
relatively small size (25 square 
acres), the government did not 
claim the land until this year. 
Ramya's elders, who hold legal 
title to the land, say they were not 
notified of the expropriation until 
this spring. There are an esti- 


mated Arab Milages unrecog- 
nised by the govern men: of 
Israel, and many Arab leaders 
fear they may face a fate similar 
to that of Ramya. 

israei: Housing Minister Ariel 
Sharon has made public his inten- 
tions or sending Soviet immig- 
rants to the Galilee to bolsrrr a 
waning Jewish popuaitmn in ;he 
area. Arabs currently constitute 
more than 6<i per con: of the 
population of the region. 

The Israeli government hjs re- 
portedly offered each family one- 
eighth of an acre of land nearby, 
however, this would amount ro 
less than one-;er.ih of the land 
they now own. Villagers argue it 
wouldn't allow for growth and 
that they wan: to remain on a; 
least a portion of the land marked 
by the graves of their relatives. 
The New- York Times quoted 
villager Yusuf Sawaid as saying: 
“We were born here . and we will 
die here." — ADC Times. 


Baker for president in 1996? 
Battle lines are forming 


By Carol Giacomo 
Reuter 

WASHINGTON — Long before 
this year's presidential election, 
battle lines arc already being 
drawn for a more distant political 
campaign that many experts pre- 
dict will include U.S. Secretary of 
Stale James Baker. 

The potential contest was high- 
lighted this month by a series of 
articles in the Washington Post 
about Vice President Dan 
Ouayle. who is viewed as keen to 
succeed President George Bush, 
now running for a second and 
final term, in |99o. 

"The stage is set. if Bush is 
reelected • in N92. for a rivalry 
between Ouayle and Baker as 
Bush heirs, keepers of the lega- 
cy." political analyst William 
Schneider of the American En- 
terprise Institute told Reuters. 

The Washington Post series 
could improve Mr. Ouavle's 
"political light weight" image, at 
least in influential circles in 
Washington if not m the country 
at large, some analysts say. 

But it also gave new details 
about Mr. Baker which could 
reflect negatively on dial master 
of avoiding pit la I Is. 

For one thing. Mr. Ouayle and 
his wife Marilyn were said to 
bluntly blame Mr. Baker for mis- 
takes during the 19X4 campaign 
th.it left the vice presidential 
candidate unprepared tor media 
queries about his background. 
This for a time made him liability 
for Mr. Bush. 

The series also reported that 



James Baker 


Mr. Baker has taken pains to 
ensure that Mr. Ouayle. who 
becomes president by law if any- 
thing happens to Mr. Bush, is not 
a major player in foreign policy. 

Although Mr. Ouayle has vi- 
sited 42 countries as vice presi- 
dent. he has been restricted main- 
ly to regions Mr. Baker has 
ignored, like Latin America. 
Proposed Ouayle trips to the for- 
mer Soviet Union and Germany 
were rejected by ihe State De- 
partment. the Washington Post 
said. 

Although Mr. Baker's spokes- 
woman dissociated him Irom the 
charges, the Baker team has 
mostly kept silent, finding no gain 
in a public row with the vice 
president. Sources who know 
both men say there is deep anti- 
pathy between them. 


Mr. Bush's political ally and' 
trusted friend of 31 1 years. Mr. 
Baker, is often mentioned as 
presidential material. 

The secretary of state's aides 
do noi dismiss a possible future 
run for the White House but 
neither do they discount the no- 
tion that after years ot pressure 
cooker Washington jobs. Mr. 
Baker. 61. may retire to his ranch 
in Wyoming. 

If Mr. Bush can win this year 
and the U.S. economy recovers. 
Mr. Baker would seem on the 
face of it to have the advantage 
over Mr. Ouayle. If Mr. Bush 
loses the election, then "he pulls 
Baker and Ouayle down with 
him." Mr. Schneider said. 

Mr. Baker has had the good 
fortune to preside over U S. fore- 
ign policy in an era ot siunning 
change that is mostly beneficial to 
the West, including the fall ot 
communism in large parts of the 
world. 

Although there is ample reason 
to criticise aspects of U.S. policy 
in this period. Mr. Baker is more 
often praised for his deft nego- 
tiating skills and pragmatic hand- 
ling of world events, including 
arranging Middle East peace 
talks and aiding Germany's reuni- 
fication. 

When he testifies on Capitol 
Hill, opposition Democrats vie 
with Republicans in lauding his 
accomplishments. 

Mr. Baker's formidable resume 
goes far beyond secretary of 
state, however. He was White 
House chief of staff under Presi- 
dent Ronald Reagan and also 


treasury secretary. He ran Mr. 
Bush's successful 19X4 campaign. 

"There's no question he is the 
most qualified person to he presi- 
dent of the Uni red States in the 
Republican Party and probably in 
any party." Mr Schneider said, 
''lie knows foreign policy, he 
knows domestic policy, he knows 
politics.” 

Whereas Mr. Ouayle is a con- 
servative. Mr. Baker is more like 
Mr. Bush — a moderate who 
does what he needs to get a deal. 

Mr. Baker's hie Haw is what 
Mr. Schneider call his ''lack of a 
political common touch." He lost 
the only election he ever con- 
tested. for attorney general back 
in his native Texas. 

State Department reporters 
who travel with Mr. Baker re- 
mark on his inability to warm to 
ordinary people he meets around 
the world and wonder how he 
could ever win a U.S. election. 

Unlike Mr. Baker. Mr. Ouayle 
is weak on substance but he has 
proved to be n "shrewd political 
actor and should not be dis- 
counted by his rivals and com- 
petitors." Mr. Schneider said. 

Analysts say other Republicans 
may also run in 19% such as 
Defence Secretary' Dick Cheney. 
Joint Chiefs of Staff Chairman 
C'olin Powell and Housing and 
Urban Development Secretary 
Jack Kemp. 

They also say that if Mr. Baker 
decides to run for president in 
1996. he may have to resign as 
secretary sometime during Mr. 
Bush's next term to raise money 
and campaign. 



By Barry Schweid 
The Associated Press 

Washington — P olls are tell- 
ing President Bush to ease up on 
overseas ventures as he shoots for 
a second term. Even helping hun- 
gry people in what was the Soviet 
Union is not a popular pursuit. 

In New Hampshire, where un- 
employment was among the 
lowest in the nation in 1988, 
people are hurting economically - 
llnemployment there now is 
among the highest in the nation. 
Polls show conservative col- 
umnist Pat Buchanan could 
embarrass Mr. Bush in the Feb. 
18 Republican presidential 
primary. 

Mr. Bush is responding to the 
recession by admitting he had 
misjudged the depth of it and 


usln pushes Soviet aid- 


pledging to concentrate on im- 
proving the economy. At the 
same time, though, he keeps re- 
minding voters of his role as 
commander-in-chief of the highly 
popular war against Iraq. 

Here is one more president 
who. after weighing his options, 
concluded that there is more to 
be gained than lost in emphasis- 
ing his role as leader of the most 
powerful nation in the world. 

New evidence turned up this 
week that Mr. Bush will carry the 
global leadership theme to two 
more frontiers: trying to rescue 
former adversaries in the shat- 
tered Soviet Union and slashing 
stockpiles of U.S- nuclear 
weapons. 

A Gallup poll last month found 
35 per cent of Americans felt the 
United States is too generous 


with the people in Russia and the 
Other new nations that once made 
up the Soviet Union. That was 
nearly double the 19 per cent who 
felt that way in August. 

But Mr. Bush this week kicked 
off a conference of 47 nations at 
the State Department by pledging 
$465 million in grants — aid that 
does not have to be repaid. If 
Congress approves, that will 
boost U-S- assistance to nearly 
$4.8 billion. 

What’s more, Mr. Bush intends 
to make aiding the new nations 
an issue in his campaign. “He's 
going to say nothing can be more 
important for the security of the 
United States than to see the 
reformers succeed,” said a senior 
U.S. official after the two-day aid 
conference ended Thursday. 

On a second frontier, reducing 


nuclear weapons, Mr. Bush also 
is gearing up for a major foreign 
policy initiative. According to 
well-placed sources, he bad Mr. 
Baker open efisenssions with Rus- 
sian leaders in Moscow last 
month on deep cuts in loiig-range 
nuclear missiles. 

For the first tune, the United 
States is willing to consider reduc- 
ing its arsenal of multiple-war- 
head missiles on Trident sub- 
marines — the pride and, until 
now. untouchable centrepiece of 
America's nuclear might. 

The humanitarian airlifts of 
food and pharmaceuticals will go 
with no strings attached. But to 
get technical assistance the for- 
mer Soviet republics must show 
they are committed to democratic 
principles and a free market eco- 
nomy. 


Curtain lifts on a 


crisis of 30 years 


By William Sadly 
Reuter 

WASHINGTON — As the 
Soviet Union disappears into his- 
tory, newly-released documents 
are shedding light on a mystery 
that has lingered since the two 
superpowers came dose to nuc- 
lear war nearly 30 years ago. 

The previously-secret letters 
exchanged by U.S. President 
John Kennedy and Soviet Leader 
Nikita Khrushchev during the 
1962 Cuban Missile Crisis show 
Mr. Khrushchev requested — but 
did not receive — a formal U.S. 
pledge not to invade the 
communist-raled island. 

The letters show how the two 
leaders handled the aftermath of 
the crisis that arose when the 
United States found the Soviet 
Union was building launch sites 
for missiles able to reach the 
American mainlan d _ 

Historians have long wondered 
how firmly Washington was com- 
mitted not to attack Cuba. Con- 
servatives have called repeatedly 
-for the release of documents to 
settle the issue. 

The letters released last week show 
Mr. Kennedy did not go beyond a 
message to Mr. Khrushchev 
laying out a formula to resolve 
the crisis. Mr. Kennedy told Mr. 
Khrushchev on October, 27, 1962 
that the United States "would 
agree... to give assurances against 
an invasion of Cuba." 

He added: "I am confident that 
other nations of the Western 
hemisphere would be prepared to 
do likewise." 

The following day Mr. Khrush- 
chev seized on the qualified 
pledge as sufficient to obviate the 
need for the missiles, which be 
said were purely defensive. 

That in essence ended the crisis 
— six days after Mr. Kennedy 
ordered a blockade of Cuba and the 
superpowers seemed on the brink 
of war. On November 2, Mr. 
Kennedy announced the missile 
bases were being dismantled. 

Mr. Kennedy's letter contain- 
ing the crucial assurance and Mr. 
Khrushchev's reply were pub- 
lished by the State Department in 
1973, but later exchanges be- 
tween the two leaders remained 
secret until last week. 

The letters show that Mr. 
Khrushchev accepted “your 
as suran ce that the United States 
and its allies will not invade 
Cuba'* but also asked for the 
commitments to be made in for- 
mal documents at the United 
Nations. 

But no further commitment 
was forthcoming, although Mr. 
Kennedy said in a November 21 
message that there was no need 
to fern any invasion of Cuba 


"while matters take their present 
favourable course." 

The United States never repe- 
ated its military attempt to topple 
President Fidel Casfro’s govern- 
ment after the disastrous U.S.- 
backed Bay of Pigs invasion by- 
Cuban exiles iess than three 
months after Mr. Kennedy took 
office in 1961. 


Planning for that operation had 
been under way during the admi- 
nistration of President Dwight 
Eisenhower and its botched ex- 
ecution was a blot on the new 
Kennedy administration. 

In contrast Mr. Kennedy’s skill- 
full handling of the missile crisis 
brought him wide acclaim. 

However, conservatives have 
long called for release of the 
letters, implying they might have 
shown that Mr. Kennedy bad 
made a secret deal and had been 
weaker in the crisis than 
appeared publicly. 

“These letters... definitely 
offer a lot of evidence that that 
wasn’t the case." said Tom Blan- 
ton, deputy director of the 
National Security Archives, a 
non-government research insti- 
tute that had sought release of the 
letters. 

Mr. Blanton said it was still not 
known whether a secret deal 
might have been struck verbally. 
But the fact that neither leader 
mentioned such a deal in letters 
they assumed would be secret for 
many years weighed against its - 
.existence. : 

He suggested Mr. Khrash- ; 
ciievs eagerness to accept Mr. ; 
Kennedy’s offer showed he - 
wanted to back away from his " 
confrontation with the United I 
States after realising be had made : 
a Sross miscalculation based on ; 
the West’s passive acceptance of - 
the building of the Berlin Wall. - 
Yet Mr. Khrushchev’s letters ^ 
rcveal a statesmanlike side, 
reflecting that the agreement to ; 
compromise had taken in the 
conviction that “mankind would . 
never forgive the statesmen who ; 
would not exhaust all the possibi- ' 

le^war)" Vem catastr0 P bc 1““°" ‘ 


mat oaa been lacking 
met the young new presi 
summit in Vienna in Jm 
He predicted that N 
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would appeal to us.” 
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, Mr. Khrushchev wa 
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retirement II months 1 
died in 1971. 
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By Liz Hoot 

THE man with the perfect 
“pecs” gaud reverentially into 
the mirror. The lean and finely 
muscled body, bronzed by the 
CaKforman sun, was a match for 
anything in a Calvin Klein ad. 

He studied the new, taster, 
broader chest that was ins latest 
investment No longer did it sag 
in that disgusting middle-aged 
way. Who would have guessed 
that just a few stivers of silicone 
could mate such a difference? 
Aik! he loved the way h made his 
stomach look flatter, his hips 
narrower, his arms bigger. 

He tamed sideways on and 
consi d e re d his bott; perfect. The 
surgeon had achieved just the 
right degree of curvature in each 
cheek to emphasise the sobd mus- 
culature of his thighs. He was 

wefl pleased as he beaded for the 

shower. 

He paused; something was not 
quite right. Those calf-muscles 
were... well, feeble. They lacked 
definition; they were wimpy, un- 
manly. Panic struck at bis hearts 
What could he do? Why hadn’t 
he noticed before? Sighing, the 
man with the perfect pecs 
reached for the telephone... 

Cosmetic surgery — once the 
preserve of women pressured into 
looking ever younger, prettier, 
thinner and filter — has now been 
taken up by American men — for 
much the same reasons. Beautiful 
men with beautiful bodies are a 
common feature of advertise- 


ments, while in a shrinking job 
market the better you look, the 
better your chances of employ- 
ment. 

In the shadow of AIDS, dating 
is so longer a carefree pastime,. 
People me having to work harder 
to find partners, and men in 
steady relationships want to stay 
there. Keeping a women's interest 
is paramount, and a decent body 
helps. 

• Between 1984 20(1 1988 cosme- 
tic surgery for men rose by 69 per 
cart in the United States and men 
now account for 16 per of 
plastic surgeons' lists. But they 
want more than face-lifts, nose 
jobs or chin implants. They want 
to refine and define what nature 

— and regular work-outs — can- 
not. Business in pectoral, calf and 
buttock implants is booming. 

Members of the American 
Society of Plastic and Recon- 
structive Surgeons performed 
more than 100 pectoral and but- - 
lock implants and around 300 «»if 
implants in 1990. The society 
expects demand to grow as the 
word spread from the West 
Co ast , w here the cart of the body 
beautiful is all-pervasive. 

Plastic surgeons in California 
have developed and perfected the 
tec h niques. Dr. Brian Novack, in 
Beverly Hills, is a proponent of 
the “Anne” (as in S hwm r»» ipg gw) 

— the pectoral implant. 

The operation takes two to 
three boors and leaves the patient 
with a few days' pain anrf discom- 
fort. An inch-long incision is 


The plastic way to pecs appeal 


made in each armpit, and the 
implant — a solid but pliable 
lozenge of silicone — in inserted 
in each side. It fills the space 
between the pectoralis major and 

. pectoralis minor, the fan- 
shaped muscles of the chest, to 
create a natural-looking shape. 

Most of Dr. Novack’s clients 
wanted Amies for cosmetic 
reasons. Many are men with 
neither the time nor die energy to 
workout to develop that 
“pumped-np” look. Other 
clients, recreational body-buil- 
ders, pay the $7,000 fee because 
their work-outs did not have the 
^desired effect. 

One, a rock star, was the lead 
singer of a band whose members 
would rip off their sweat-soaked 
shifts in arid-performance. He 
felt that his pecs were punier than 
iris colleagues*, and resorted to 
surgery. 

A university administrator had 
his Annie in October last year. He 
is delighted with bis new pecs, 
and said the initial discomfort was 
worth it. 

“I couldn't like cm my stomach 
or on my sides for about two 
weeks. But I think that they are 
wonderful. Nobody can tell what 
you have had done — no visible 
scars. The few times I've had my 
shirt off, people have said to me, 
‘Boy, you sure are working out 
lately.*" 

Kennedy, an actor who lives in 
Hollywood, had a congenital 
abnormality affecting one side of 
his chest. He had a pectoral 


implant last year. “The more I 
lifted weights, the more I saw I 
couldn’t develop the left side to 
match the right.” He is happy 
until the results; however, one 
drawback is that the implant is 
hard to the loach, like a piece of 
bone. 

Dr. Adrian Aiache, another 
plastic surgeon from Beverly 
Hills, specialises in calf implants. 
He has three categories of pa- 
tients; young women who com- 
plained of stick legs; people 
whose legs are underdeveloped 
or malfbnned due to polio or 
injury; and amateur body-buil- 
ders. 

“The calves don’t usually re- 
spond to exercise as weQ as other 
musdes, and even those who 
work out intensly and regularly 
often cannot achieve fh*t lean, 
well-defined, muscular look,” be 
said. “Of course, the use of im- 
plants will disqualify a body-buil- 
der from competition, but it is a 
good alternative for those who 
are seeking only to look better." 

Calf musdes take just 30 mi- 
nutes to beef up at a cost of up to 
$5,000. An incision of one to 
one-and-a-half inches is made in 
the fold at the back of knee, and 
two implant pockets are created 
beneath the skin and fibrous tis- 
sue and over the thickest part of 
the musdes. The semi-firm, bel- 
ly-shaped silicone implants are 
then slipped in. Sometimes two 
implants — one smaller and nar- 
rower than the other — are stack- 
ed inside to achieve the best 


shape. “The goaj is not just to 
create a big calf, but to give the 
leg definition," Dr. Aiache said. 
“Patients are usually back to their 
normal routine in a week." 

Buttock implants are the most 
expensive — $7,500 — and 
potentially the most troublesome 
of the new procedures. A small 
vertical incision — - up to an intfh- 
and-a-quaiter — is made in the 
crease of the buttock and the 
implants inserted on either side. 
A drain inserted to remove 
fluid, and the patient has to take 
things easy for two weeks. “A 
man who had a very flat bottom 
just fills his trousers better,” Dr. 
Novack said. 

These surgeons have found a 
lucrative market, but there is 
concern about the trend. Anne 
Gorman, a spokeswoman for the 
American Society of Plastic 
Reconstructive Surgeons said: 
“The vast majority of surgeons 
are leery about this because it is 
new, and untested in a large 
group of patients. If a man has 
this operation because of a de- 
formity, that is fine. But at the 
moment it is younger men, who 
work out regularly, putting a tot 
of wear and tear on the implant, 
who worry us. No one is sore 
what the result will be." 

The lower leg is prone to poor 
blood flow and a calf implant 
could be a seat of chrome infec- 
tion. No one knows how buttock 
implants will stand up to being sat 
on for hours. 

Surgeons here are sceptical. 
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For someone who does not have the time to invest in 
developing the ‘Aroie’ look, fike the gymnast 
above, the silicone implant b the latest in men 


craze. Women have no more monopoly on cosmetic 
surgery; younger and fitter are no more the 
preserve of women alone. 


The British Association of Aes- 
thetic Plastic Surgeons is unaware 
of any pec, buttock or calf im- 
plants being carried out in the 
U.K. Michael Brough, a plastic 
surgeon at University College 
Hospital, London, said: “They 
sound as if they may be prob- 
lematic. These implants are being 
placed in areas of the body where 


there are large and powerful mus- 
cles m constant motion over 
them." 

But Dr. Novack said there 
were no dangers associated with 
the implants he uses, other than 
usual risks of anesthesia and 
suigeiy. 

Kennedy, the actor, believes 


that implants for men are no 
different from any other cosmetic 

treatment: "It is OK to be vain, 
to strive for more. This procedure 
is like . capping your teeth or 
putting f-3i in your hair. What do 
girls go tut and look for? Good- 
looking f,u i — The Indepen- 
dent. 


Soaring U.S. murder rate poses election year problem for Bush 


By James Vkini 
Reuter 

WASHINGTON — Drug kill- 
ings, easy access to high-powered 
weapons and deadly street gang 
violence have sent the U.S. mur- 
der rate soaring to another re- 
cord, malting crime a difficult 
election year issue for George 
Bush. 

The Republican president, who 
has long advocated a get tough 
approach for c riminals while 
painting the Democrats as soft on 
crime. must try to find new ways 
to stem the wave of violence that 
has swept the United States, 
administration officials acknow- 


Bnt private criminal justice ex- 
perts are sceptical about the 
federal government’s law en- 
forcement efforts. Some predict 
the murder rate will continue to. 
soar, fuelled by often senseless 
juvenile killings. 

Concern over the issue intensi- 
fied this month when a congres- 
sional study showed there were 
more than 24.000 murders in the 
United States in 1991, a record 
for the second year in a row and 
25 per cent more than the 1985 
level. 

The report said the United 
States had more than twice as 


many murders as the combined 
1988 homicides of Canada, 
France, Germany. Britain and 
Japan. 

In releasing the reports. Senate 
Judiciary Committee Chairman 
Joseph Biden blamed Mr. Bush 
for not doing enough to fight 
violent crime and drugs, a theme 
likely to be repeated by the 
Democratic presidential conten- 
ders during this year’s presiden- 
tial election campaign. 

“Unless we embark on a major 
offensive against drugs, deadly 
weapons and violent young crimin- 
als .now. the record carnage will 
continue to skyrocket in the days. 


months and years ahead." Mr. 
Biden said. 

Mr. Biden, an unsuccessful 
Democratic presidential candi- 
date in 1988 but not running this 
year, took particular aim at Mr. 
Bush’s opposition to pending 
crime legislation that would cre- 
ate a five-day waiting period for 
handgun sales. 

The administration, in a move 
calculated to blunt some of the 
criticism, fired back three days 
later by announcing a new initia- 
tive to crack down on street gang 
violence. 

Attorney General William 
Barr said die Federal Bureau of 
Investigation (FBI) would shift 


300 FBI agents from chasing spies 
to battling street gangs in a 
"peace dividend for the Amer- 
ican people" from the collapse of 
the Soviet Union and its east 
European satellites. 

"Most of our cities last year 
experienced record numbers of 
murders," Mr. Barr said. “We 
believe a major factor in this 
violence is an upsurge in the 
criminal activity of street gangs." 

Mr. Barr said the initiative will 
intensify the government's attack . 
on violent gangs and promised' 
that measures would be taken to 
step up the attack on violent 
crime. 


But private experts, such as 
criminologist James Fox of 
Northeastern University in Bos- 
ton, doubt that law enforcement 
alone can solve the problem. 

Mr. Fox predicted that the 
crime wave will continue to rise 
for the rest of the decade, caused 
by a larger part of the population 
entering the crime prone years of 
the teens and early twenties. 

"They have more dangerous 
drugs in their bodies, more dead- 
ly weapons in their bands and 
above all a much more casual 
attitude about human life,” he 
said. 

“Kids, particularly blacks in 


inner cities, have no sense for the 
future. They have no hope. 
Things as trivial as a pair of 
sneakers become an issue of life 
and death. For black kids, the 
American dream is a nightmare." 

One of the most publicised 
random killings took place in the 
Washington, D.C. area a few 
weeks ago when a woman was 
shot while in a car driven by her 
husband on a local expressway. 

The accused killer, a 19-year- 
old black on $1,000 bail for 
another murder, was quoted as 
saying before he pulled the trig- 
ger that he just felt like killing 


Mr. Fox said some of the mea- 
sures backed by Mr. Bush in the 
crime bill, such as expanding the 
death penalty for more federal 
crimes, would have little impact 
on street' crimes that are handled 
by the state or local police. 

He said politicians in general 
look for the quick, easy solutions, 
rather than proposing long-term 
fundamental changes in educa- 
tion and the community. 

“Politicians get much more cre- 
dit if two people are executed," 
Mr. Fox said. "Being tough on 
crime will win votes.” 
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The Indian woman — lifting the veil of centuries 


By Uma Vasudev 

TO DEFINE the position of 
women in India is to try and 
describe a society that defies any 
generalisation because it exists ar 
so many levels: From the socially 
backward to one that encompas- 
ses the electronic age. Which 
women should one refer to? The 
urban, the rural or the regional? 
The Punjabi, the Bengali. Mahar- 
ashtrian or Malaya li from the 26 
states of India with different lan- 
guages. customs, religions and 
personal law? Or then women of 
which class? Upper, middle, low- 
er. or that indeterminate, inter- 
changing one in which the values 
of one class are being absorbed 
into the other with all the hear- 
taches and the emotional hazards 
which come from the clash be- 
tween the pulls of tradition and 
the call of modernity? 

For Indian women the battle 
for legal rights has been won. It is 
the battle for awareness that is 
now on. This is quite the opposire 
of what has happened in Western 
countries where awareness 
amongst the woman preceded the 
struggle to find equality under the 
law. The women were also alone 
in their fight for obtaining parti- 
cipatory status in the legal, poli- 
tical and social power equations 
of their country. In India it were 
principally the men who ted the 
social raform movements for the 


emancipation of women, first 
from the obscurantist hold of 
ritualist dogma and cultural dis- 
tortion. then for political rights 
and finally when Mahatma Gan- 
dhi stormed the scene, non- 
violently, for active participation 
by the women in the political 
movements for freedom. It had 
its consequent implications. It re- 
volutionised their perceptions 
even if it was to take time for an 
impact to be felt on the more 
practical level. There had been 
dreams and there was reality. 
Between them lay the veil of 
centuries. This was tom apart 
when under the aegis of the 
National Planning Committee 
formed under the Chairmanship 
of Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru on 
the eve of independence to go 
into all aspects of India's future 
policies, the sub-committee on 
women came out with its deter- 
mined articulation to forge a 
change of image. 

“We would like to displace ... 
the picture so deeply impressed 
upon the social imagination of 
man standing forward to conquer 
new worlds, woman following 
wearily behind with a baby in her 
arms. The picture which we now 
envisage is that of man and 
woman, comrades of the road, 
going forward together, the child 
joyously shared by both. Such a 
reality we feel cannot but raise 
the manhood and womanhood of 


any nation." 

The report came out in 1947, 
the year of India’s destiny. The 
Constitution underwrote this 
ambition with its emphasis on an 
egalitarian philosophy. With 
Article 14. it guaranteed that 
“The state shall not deny to any 
person equality before the law or 
the equal protection of laws." 
Article IS not only prohibits dis- 
crimination on grounds of reli- 
gion, race caste, sex or place of 
birth but in Article IS (3) there is 
provision for laws to be enacted 
even in favour of women. Article 
51-A (e) states that it shall be the 
-duty of every citizen of India to 
renounce practises derogatory to 
the dignity of women.” The right 
to equal pay for all however was a 
part of the Directive Principles of 
the Constitution which states the 
direction towards which society 
should move and the goals to be 
achieved. Unlike the women of 
the U.S. for instance who had to 
struggle for the Equal Right 
Amendment Act. 1973 the 
women of India virtually got it on 
the planer when the Equal Re- 
muneration Act was passed in 
1976 to commemorate Interna- 
tional Women's Year. It was the 
strident voice of women's orga- 
nisations which have become voc- 
al and effective in the last twenty 
years which brought about 
changes also in the Rape Law. 
Their maior success was in having 


the rules of evidence amended to 
the effect that in aggravated cases 
like gang rape and custodial rape 
the burden of proof now lies on 
the accused. Custodial rape in- 
rites a ten year imprisonment 
now as against seven years in 
other situations. For once it was 
the men who became vulnerable. 

A horrific case of Sati (self- 
immolation by a wife on the pyre 
of her husband) took place in 
Deorala in the State of Rajasthan 
four years ago almost a century 
after this nefarious practice had 
been effectively banned. It was 
never proved whether the young 
woman sacrificed herself willingly 
or was forced to do by violent 
soda! pressure. The woman was 
educated and intelligent which 
made either her choice or her 
victimisation seem even more 
heinous. But the outcry against 
the happening was widespread in 
the country and the conscience of 
India so stricken that angTy 
women’s organisations were able 
to get the lawmakers to rush 
enact the Commission of Sati 
(Prevention) Act, 1987. In their 
efforts however to function with- 
in a secular ideology the Con- 
stitution makers allowed a dicho- 
tomy under Article 25 which 
guarantees the fundamental right 
to practice, profess and prop- 
agate religion whereby the per- 
sual law of each religion can be 
arcnied to Drevail even if it is 


detrimental to women and even 
if in the process it violates Article 
14 which' guarantees equality. 
This has helpe-d traditional belief 
and religious injunction to keep 
women trapped in their own sub- 
jective conditioning and ignor- 
ance. 

Yet in India, which is still 
labelled as a developing country, 
and is also ridden by considera- 
tions of caste, superstition, con- 
vention and illiteracy, there can 
be a basic sense of impartiality 
and non-discrimination when it 
comes to the sexes. For instance, 
India was the first largest demo- 
cracy to have a woman as prime 
minister, and first to have woman 
in such diverse and powerful posi- 
tions as governors of states, 
judges, ministers, heads of large 
corporate concerns, engineers, 
doctors, lawyers and generally 
what are considered male areas of 
professional functioning. There 
are three major reasons. 

One is rooted in the subcon- 
scious and goes back to the belief 
in and the worsh : p of the mother 
goddess and ‘he principal of 
Shakti, power. The woman in 
traditional Hind, belief epito- 
mises energy, the creative force 
of the world. She is not bom out 
of man. but is the other half of 
man, the ardhangjni. If you are 
used to worshipping the female 
principle as such how can you 
think of it as inferior? It means 


that somewhere at the back of 
your mind, no matter how much 
of a male chauvinst you might be. 
somewhere there is an adherence 
to early belief which finds ex- 
pression: the expression is in the 
adjustability with which the Indi- 
an eventually accepts a woman in 
an equal job. There are the usual 
hazards, there are the usual re- 
sentments, but once the woman 
proves her competence, she finds 
that acceptance. 

The second factor that helped 
women in India was the political 
circumstances in which the coun- 
try gained independence and how 
the women were motivated to 
participate in large numbers in 
the political struggle. What hap- 
pened was unprecedented. 
Thousands and thousands of 
women who would have never 
otherwise dared step out of their 
homes were out picketing shops, 
defying British laws, taking out 
processions, crowding into jails, 
even having their babies in jail. 

The third factor is economic. 
What happened in Europe after 
the World War II and the revolu- 
tion it wrought in the value sys- 
tem and the emergence of 
women's identity, happened in 
India with the partition of the 
land. Almost a million people 
were uprooted in the decision to 
carve out another country, Pakis- 
tan. from the rib of India. Hordes 
of refugees, victims of politically 


motivated communal frenzy ltd 
to such a displacement of old 
established families that a new 
moral compulsion emerged — to 
have women as a necessary eco- 
nomic force. More and more 
women from traditional families 
which would have considered it 
beneath thtir dignity to let their 
woman work, began to take up 
jobs to look after their shattered 
kin. 

Women constitute almost 50 
per cent of the population of 
India. In 1919 when women were 
first enfranchised there were only 
500,000 who were voters. By 1984 
and eight elections after inde- 
pendence. women voters num- 
bered 182 million women, if 
women were to stand as a cohe- 
sive body, they would constitute a 
vote bank which would leave the 
caste and minorities groups limp- 
ing far behind in the race for 
winning influence and exercising 
pressure. Out of India's ten elec- 
tions so far, Mrs. Gandhi, a 
woman, was the dominant figure 
in four elections, in 1967, 1971- 
72, 1977 and 1980. But of greater 
sociological significance was that 
as a woman in power Indira 
Gandhi had become a symbol in 
the way of life of the average 
woman. “We have lots of Indira 
Gandhi in our village one villa- 
ger confided in me, “any woman 
who is clever and manages affairs 


well in a family is immediate^ 
named an Indira Gandhi. One 
can safely presume that a woman 
from one such family wouJd have 
voted tor Indira Gandhi and what 
she stood for because she would 
feel it was an extension of her 
own seif. t 

Over the yean., this tattle for 
identity which lies at the core of 
the movement for emancipation 
of woman all over the world has 

taken a particularly non- 
aggressive shape in India. 
Women have become conscious 
of being women. But ihe desire :o 
have equal rights with men has 
not meant the abrogation of the 
privilege of maintaining a distinct 
feminine identity. The realisation 
of being female is as fundamental 
to their consciousness as belief in 
a religion. But whereas caste 
religion and region have earned 
themselves extra advantages 
women as a category have not 
emerged as a pressure group with 
a separate, identifiable impact on 
the political process in India. One 
cannot say for certain that women 
vote as women. Therefore one 
can neither say that women 
would vote for women. In all the 
general elections since 1967 nil 
1984 Mrs. Gandhi was the char- 
ismatic centre around which ha? 
revolved the politics cf the entire 
country. 
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Indian economy 


By H. Ramacfaandran 
PTI 

AFTER months in peril, the Indi- 
an economy is bade on the rails 
and the engines of growth have 
been overhauled.. The results 
have started showing, slowly but 
surely. Overcoming a series of 
difficulties at home, accentuated 
by die Gulf crisis and flights of 
capital, the Indian economy is 
looking op. The process of 
structural reforms have begun 
yieltfing results, proving wrong 
the pundits of doom. The flight 
of capital is no more there and as 
a result of some astute moves the 
foreign exchange reserves, for the 
first time in the last two years, is 
co mf ortable. 

The Narasmha Rao govern- 
ment has redeemed the Reserve 
Bank of India gold worth S400 
million, which was pledged 
abroad earlier and the State Bank 
of India gold valued at $200 mil- 
lion, which was sold with a re- 
purchase option. 

Seven months ago when the 
new government assumed office 
it faced an unprecedented econo- 
mic crisis. Foreign reserves had 
dwindled to 26 billion rupees, 
barely sufficient for two weeks 
imports. Internationa] commer- 
cial banks were refusing to extend 
new credits. Large outflows were 
taking place from non-resident 
Indian deposits. Industrial 
growth had turned negative be- 
cause of a severe import squeeze 
and inflation was accelerating. 

The Narasimha Rao govern- 
ment moved swiftly to the job of 
pulling tbs economy back from 
the brink of disaster and set it 
once more on the path of rapid 
and sustainable growth. Immedi- 
ate steps were initiated to restore 
international confidence, bring 
inflation under control and en- 
sure a viable balance of payments 
position. It also demanded 
structural reforms aimed at 
strengthening the growth capabil- 
ity of the economy in the medium 
term. 

The government adjusted the 
exchange rate in July to a new 
level by as mud) as 19 per cent 
with major currencies which 
would be credible and ensure 
competitiveness of exports. 

- The reforms were accompanied' 
by major changes in the trade 
policy strengthening the incen- 
tives for exports and moving 


away from the system of import 
control through licensing to a 
system where imports would be 
more automatically linked to ex- 
port performance through the 
mechanism of exim scrips. The 
government also moved with 
firmness to reverse the trend of 
rising fiscal deficits which has 
plagued the economy for several 
years. 

The budget for, 1991*92, pre- 
sented by the government within 
a month of coming into office, 
reduces the fiscal deficit from 8.4 
per cent of the gross domestic 
product in the revised estimates 
for 1990-91 to no more than 6.S 
per cent in 1991-92. This was 
made possible by a substantial 
effort at mobilising resources 
combined with an enormous 
effort to cut expenditure. Export 
subsidies now stand abolished, 
fertiliser subsidy reduced and de- 
fence expenditure was restrained. 

The measures of short term 
economic management were 
accompanied by far-reaching 
structural 1 reforms in the area of 


industrial policy aimed at enhanc- 
ing productivity and strengthen- 
ing competitiveness in the indust- 
rial sector and promoting an 
employment-oriented pattern of 
industrialisation. The policy to- 
wards foreign investment was res- 
tructured to attract foreign in- 
vestment especially in priority 
areas including critical infrastruc- 
ture sectors such as power. 

The government also decided 
to mobilise additional external 
financing to provide temporary 
support to the balance of pay- 
ments while giving time for macro 
economic management and 
structural reforms to yield results. 
The government negotiated a 2.2 
billion dollar standby loan with 
the IMF. The immediate objec- 
tive of the new government was 
to restore international confi- 
dence and this was achieved. 

Today industrial production is 
showing signs of growth. The 
Moody’s international credit rat- 
ing agency, has given a positive 
report on India, which is ex- 
pected soon to pave the way for 
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upgrading the country's credit 
rating in the coming few weeks. 
Already several multinational 
giants like Du Pont, Ford 
Motors. IBM, General Motors. 
Coca Cola and Sumitomo Cor- 
poration are malting an entry into 
the country in diverse fields. In 
marked contrast to the age-old 
practice against foreign invest- 
ment, India has totally reversed 
its industrial policy to allow fore- 
ign equity participation up to SI 
per cent in high priority indus- 
tries. The threshold limits of in- 
dustries under the Monopolies 
and Restrictive Practices 
(MRTP) act have been removed, 
allowing for unlimited expansion 
of existing companies. 

Some of the factors dissuading 
foreign companies from investing 
in India have been complicated 
procedures and bureaucratic de- 
lays. In the new industrial policy 
automatic clearance of foreign 
direct investment, up to SI per 
cent of equity in 34 high priority 
industries has been allowed. 
Majority foreign equity holding 
of up to 51 per cent, has also been 
allowed for trading companies 
predominantly engaged in export 
activities. A single window sys- 
tem to facilitate expeditious flow 
of foreign investment into the 


country has been set up in the 
Reserve Bank of India. For ex- 
peditious clearance of proposals 
and for inviting select interna- 
tional companies to invest in In- 
dia in appropriate ventures, the 
government has constituted a 
foreign investment promotion 
board, headed by the principal 
secretary to the prime minister. 

In order to deal with another 
inhibiting factor for the investor 
— poor state of infrastructure, 
particularly power, the govern- 
ment and the planning commis- 
sion have decided to devote spe- 
cial attention to this sector during 
the eighth plan. Encouragement 
is also being given to private 
sector participation and foreign 
investment in the field of power 
generation. 

The government is also taking 
a hard look at the function of the 
banks and the financial institu- 
tions, which, according to senior 
ministers, is far from satisfactory. 
A high level committee, 
appointed by the government in a 
recent report has recommended a 
more open policy towards foreign 
banks and lifting of the ban on 
the setting up of new banks in the 
private sector. The government 
hopes to bring down the interest 
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congratulate the President 
and the People of India 
on the occasion of the 

43RD REPUBLIC DAY 


rates, which were hiked in the 
wake of the Gulf crisis to curb 
liquidity; it is likely to be brought 
down as soon as the prices are 
held in check. The government 
expects this to come through in 
the next few months when mea- 
sures to curb fiscal deficit start 
yielding results. A reduction in 
the fiscal deficit is likely to have a 
saJutory effect on both prices and 
balance of payments. 


On the balance of payments 
front, the policy of economic 
reform has already started yield- 
ing results. Capital flight outside 
the country has been effectively 
stemmed and there is substantial 
inflow of foreign currency. Fore- 
ign currency reserves which had 
touched an abyssmal low of $1.3 
billion in early 1991, rose $3.5 
billion towards the end of the 
calendar year. Due to the preca- 


rious position, the government 
found its hands tied and compel- 
led to impose heavy import curbs, 
which led to a decline in indust- 
rial production, starved of im- 
ported components, raw material 
and capital goods. The country 
has turned the corner now, with 
the reserves picking up substan- 
tially, import curbs gradually re- 
laxed. The results are already 
apparent. 


Felicitations and 
Best Wishes to 
India and her 
People on its 43rd 
Republic Day. 

With best 
compliments from: 

Ansari & Patel, 
MK Overseas, and 
I. Ahmad & Co. 
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IND0-J0RDAN CHEMICALS COMPANY LTD. 

IJC 

A JOINT VENTURE BETWEEN 


JORDAN FERTILIZER INDUSTRY 
COORDINATION COMMITTEE 


Jordan Phosphate 
Mines Company 



SOUTHERN PETROCHEMICAL 
INDUSTRIES CORP. LTD 



JORDAN PHOSPHATE MINES 
COMPANY LTD. 


& Arab Potash 
® Company 


extend wishes for an enduring 

OPULENCE AND 
A HAPPY REPUBLIC DAY TO 
THE PEOPLE OF INDIA 


WISH 

THE PEOPLE OF IHOIA 
A HAPPY REPUBLIC DAY 

AFFIRMING JORDANIAN FRIENDSHIP 
AND HOPES OF CONTINUED PROGRESS 
AND PROSPERITY 
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es wins Australian Open final 


MELBOURNE (R) — World 
number one Monica Seles com- 
fortably won her second Austra- 
lian Open title Saturday and 
made it clear she would play at 
Wimbledon this year in her quest 
for a 1992 Grand Slam. 

Seles. 18. picked up the fifth 
Grand Slam title of her short 
career with an awesome display 
of ferocious baseline tennis which 
saw off seventh-seeded American 
Mary-Joe Fernandez 6-2, 6-3 in 
one hour 17 minutes. 

The Florida-based Yugoslav, 
who would probably have won all 
four titles in 1991 had she not 
missed Wimbledon, dismissed 
suggestions she might not play 
the tournament in 1992. 

“As soon as Wimbledon comes 
and I go, people are going ro see 
that I really meant what I said,” 
said Seles, wearing a floppy pink 
silk and lace bonnet and full- 
length country-style dress at her 
post-match press conference. 

“I will be going into Wimble- 
don with an open mind. I do feel I 
have a great chance, I am return- 
ing well but I think the key for me 
would have to be a great serve,” 
Seles said. 

“1 really would love to have the 
serve stronger... basically I still 
have a lot to improve every- 
where.” 

Seles withdrew from the British 
tournament last year suffering 
from shin splints, only to turn up 
at a lucrative American exhibi- 
tion tournament soon afterwards. 

Her win in Melbourne earned 
her another $270,000 took her 
career earnings to $4.62 million 
and showed again that only Ger- 
man number two Steffi Graf, who 
was a last-minute withdrawal 
through illness, can beat her on 
present form. 

Graf, who went home sick with 
what was later diagnosed as 
rubella, was the last women's 
player to win the Grand Slam — 
the Australian. French, U.S. 


Opens and Wimbleden — in 

1988. 

Fernandez, 20, who had scored 
an upset over the in-form number 
three seed Gabriela Sabatmi in 
the semifinals, battled valiantly 
and had game points in the first 
four games, each of which Seles 
won to go 4-Q ahead. 

“There's a big difference going 
down 4-0 or being 2-2," Fernan- 
dez told reporters. 

Fernandez, who had changed 
her baseline style to attack Saba- 
tini, attempted the same ploy 
against Seles but found her fierce 
hitting off both her doable- 
handed forehand and backhand 
impossible to combat. 

“I was trying but her ball is 
different from Gaby's, it comes a 
lot faster and she is bitting 
angles all the time, opening up 
the court,” Fernandez said. 

“She goes for her points one 
hundred per cent of the time and 
creates shots from nowhere,” she 
added. 

Seles said the game was closer 
than the score suggested. “It 
wasn't that comfortable. I was 
lucky to hold service in the 
second set at 4-2. I bad to pro- 
duce some great shots for win- 
ners,” she said. 

After breaking Fernandez in 
the second and fourth games of 
first set, Seles lost her own ser- 
vice on a double fault but then 
broke back to love to go 5-1 
ahead. 

She was not serving well. still 
suffering from the after-effects of 
a strained neck muscle on the 
flight to Melbourne, and was 
broken again before wrapping up 
the set when Fernandez netted on 
her service at 15-40. 

The left-handed Seles, the 
bookmakers' odds-on favourite 
for the tournament, quickly took 
a stranglehold on the second set 
by reeling off the first seven 
points as she held her own service 
and broke Fernandez. 


With Fernandez making a 
number of unforced errors, she 
raced to 4-0 and went on to wrap 
up the final on the first of two 
match points when Fernandez hit 
another limp backhand return 
into the net. 

Seles, who had lost only one 
match in 11 encounters against 
Fernandez, was appearing in her 
19th consecutive final. 

Her opponent, who had lost to 
Seles in a threoset semifinal 12 
months previously, said she had 
learnt something from defeat 

“I do have to play aggressively 
to beat the top players... in order 
to get to the next level it is a step I 
have to take,” she said. 

- Australia, who lost all their 
players in the singles events by 
the fourth round, gained some 
consolation when fourth seeds 
Mark Woodforde and Todd 
Woodbridge won the men's dou- 
bles and Woodforde teamed up 
with Nicole Provis to take the 
mixed doubles. 

Woodbridge and Woodforde 
beat American 11th seeds Kelly 
Jones and Rick Leach 6-4, 6-3, 
6-4. Woodbridge promptly 
switched to the other side of the 
net to team up with Arantxa 
Sanchez Vicario. but was denied 
further success when his two com- 
patriots won 6-3. 4-6, 11-9. 

Meanwhile world number one 
Stefan Ed berg will be bidding for 
his third Australian Open title 
Sunday but he has to overcome 
the in-form Jim Courier and a 
Flinders Park jinx to pick up his 
sixth Grand Slam title. 

The open has gone according 
to script with the top-seed Ed berg 
and number two Courier facing 
each other across the centre-court 
net to battle for the $270,000 


winner’s cheque. 

The American’s stated desire 


to slip quietly into the final was 
met when his semi-final oppo- 
nent, the big-serving Richard 
Krajicek, pulled out with a shoul- 


der injury only a few hours before 
he .was due on court. 

Edberg. 26, playing this 
tournament after a lengthy lay-off 
caused by injuries to his knee and 
right wrist, has steadily picked up 
his game, beating old rival Ivan 
Lendl in five sets on the way to 
hammering Wayne Ferreira in 
three sets in the semi-final. 

“I am feeling good, I have 
played some really good matches 
here and was very satisfied by the 
win over Lendl,” Edberg said 
Friday after his victory over the 
20- year-old South African Fer- 
reira, who had ended the heroic 
progress of veteran John McEn- 
roe in the previous round. 

Local bookmakers obviously 
agree and have made Edberg 7-4 
□□ favourite, with Courier at 
evens after being favourite 
throughout the tournament. 

But the brilliant serve-and- 
volley specialist has been dogged 
by bad luck in a bid to win his first 
title at the Flinders park Tennis 
Centre following his earlier titles 
on the grass at the previous 
venue, Kooyong, in 1985 and 
1987. 

A painful bade injury forced 
him to forfeit a quarterfinal 
against Austrian Thomas Muster 
in 1989 and a tom stomach mus- 
cle stopped him in the third set of 
the 1990 final against Lendl. 

Last year he double-faulted on 
match point against Lendl and 
finally lost in an absorbing five- 
set semifinal. 

Edberg likes playing in Austra- 
lia and has not dwelt on bis 
misfortune, focusing instead on 
trying to repeat his 1991 U.S. 
Open win over Courier in early 
September. 

Sunday’s match, the first since 
1981 in which the same players 
have contested the final of con- 
secutive Grand Slam events, is 
unlikely to produce such an 
emphatic 6-2, 6-4, 6-0 victory for 
Edberg. 


Kankkunen shows his paces in Monte Carlo Rally 


MONACO (R) — Finnish world 
champion Juha Kankkunen. fu- 
rious after receiving a time penal- 
ty Friday, responded in style by 
recording the quickest times in 
the first three timed stages of the 
Monte Carlo Rally Saturday. 

Though Kankkunen and his 
Lancia were faster than anyone 
else in the field, the Finn's 30- 
second penalty for arriving late at 
a time control draped him to fifth 
position. 

German Annin Schwartz in a 
Toyota led the way from 1990 
Monte Carlo winner Didier Au- 
ric! of France, eight seconds be- 
hind in a Lancia, with last year’s 
champion Spaniard Carlos Sainz, 
a further one second back in 
another Toyota. 

Kankkunen, angry after being 
held up by customs officials at 
Menton during the run-in to 
Monaco from Sestriere, Italy, 
found himself fifth behind Fran- 
cois Delecour of France in a 
Ford, 28 second behind Schwartz. 

The German, choosing the 
right tyres to negotiate icy patch- 
es on the Col de Turini, was 
fastest on the first stage but 
Kankkunen fought back and se- 
cured a brilliant victory in the 
third stage in Digne. 

He had another three stages 
later Saturday to dose the gap on 
the leaders, including race 
favourites Auriol and Sainz. 

Twice Monte Carlo winner 
Massimo Biasion hit a roadside 
spectator near the end of the first 


stage injuring him slightly. 

Former Lancia driver Biasion, 
now with Ford, lost time and was 
down in 10th place, one minute 
51 seconds behind Schwartz. 

Finnish driver Markka Alen 
crashed out of the Monte Carlo 
Rally during the fourth of six 
timed stages Saturday. 

Alen’s Toyota left the road on 
a snow-covered stretch of the 
stage from Eygalayes to Ruissas 
and although it was not badly 
damaged be was unable to get the 
car back on the course. 

The 41-year-old Alen holds the 
joint record for victories in World 
Championship Rallies with 19 
successes. 

Meanwhile Seinz has wanted 
his rivals he will stop at nothing to 
recapture the world title he lost 
last season. 

“I want another title badly and 
I will do everything to get one,” 
said the Toyota driver before 
Saturday's start of tbe Monte 
Carlo Rally, the opening event of 
the world championship. 

“Tbe rally will be very tricky 
because of the snow in some 
sections,” said Sainz, who won 
the Winter Classic last year. "The 
choice of tyres will be ever so 
important. 

“It was only bad luck that 
made me lose the title,” added 
the 1990 cham pi on beaten last 
year by Kankkunen of Finland 
after a series of mishaps late in 
the season. 

After an impressive string of 


five wins in the first 10 events, 
Sainz injured his neck when he 
wrecked bis car in a spectacular 
accident in Australia last Septem- 
ber and then suffered mechanical 
trouble in the last three events. 

“My neck still hurts a bit but 
it’s not too bad.” said the Spa- 
niard. 

Critics said the 29-year-old 
Sainz was worn out by too much 
racing. “It seems to me that the 
season started three years .ago 
and has never stopped since." be 
said. 

“It’s true that I was fed up at 
one stage but the decision to 
reduce the number of events will 
make things easier this year." 

The International Motor Sports 
Federation -(FISA) has . reduced 
the number of rounds counting in 
the World Championship from 14 
to 10. 

“My motivation is as good as 
ever.” said Sainz, who has proved 
his ability to drive fast on all 
kind of terrain by winning such ■ 
contrasting rallies as tbe Monte 
Carlo, the Tour of Corsica and 
the Portuguese Rally. 

The elegant and cool-tempered 
Spaniard, who comes from an 
affluent Madrid family, joined 
Toyota in 1989 and took the 
world title a year later. 


“We owe him a lot,” said team 
chairman Ove Andersson. 
“There are not many profession- 
als like Carlos. He works very 
bard and is not satisfied until 
something is really perfect.” 

Sainz, known for his scientific 
approach to racing, said he was 
fully satisfied with the revamped 
version of the Toyota Celica that 
is making its first appearance in 
the Monte Carlo. 

“The car is great and better 
than last year's,” he said. “But 
let's wait and see wbat the new 
Lancia's like.” 

Saznz, well liked on the circuit 
for his gentle manners when not 
at the wheel of a car, said aggres- 
sive driving was tbe only way to 
win. 

“You've got to attack from the 
first timed stage,” be said. “You 
can’t win unless you take risks all 
the time.” 

He pointed at Frenchman 
.Didier Auriol as the man most 
likely to stop him (tom getting his 
crown back. 

“He will be my most serious 
rival over the whole season be- 
cause he's capable of doing well 
in all races,” he said of the Lancia 
driver, third in last year’s cham- 
pionship. “He’s got experience, 
motivation and he's very fast” 


Jordan Davis Cup team 
leaves for Malaysia today 


By AJeen Bannayan 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Tbe Jordanian men’s national tennis team played the 
last of their matches against tbe visiting Lebanese national team 
Friday before travdfing to Kuala Lumpur Sunday to meet the 
Malaysian i gtim*! team in the first round of the 1992 Davis Cup. 

In Friday’s matches, prom ising 14-year-old Lakh A1 Azzouni 
beat Lebanon's Nasib Haddad 61, 6-3. Lebanon’s Edom Abo 
Na’nm beat Saleh Boshnaq 7-5, 62, mid Karim Khouri beat 
Jordan's No. 2 Imad Abo Hamda 6-2, 6-3. 

In the doubles match, Jordan's doubles champions Hani A1 AM 
and Saleh Boshnaq beat Karim Kboori and Saeed Karam 6-4, 7-6 
(7-4). 

On Thursday AH overcame Edoni Abu Na’um 6-3, 6-3, 6-2. Abo 
Na’um later defeated Laith A1 Azzouni 6-2, 64, while Saleh 
Boshnaq beat Lebanon’s Nasib Haddad 6-2, 6-4. 

On Wednesday Jordan's No. 1 seed AH easily beat his Lebanes e 
counterpart Karim Khouri 6-0 in the first set, but needed to wfai u 
7-4 tiebreaker to secure the second set 7-6. 

Lebanon’s No. 2 Remon Kattonra beat Imad Abu Hamda 4-6, 

6 - 2 , 6 - 2 . 

In tbe doubles match, Karim Khouri and Remon Kattonra beat 
Afi and Bushnaq 6-2, 4-6, 6-2. 

Commenting on tbe matches in a statement to the Jordan Times, 
the Jordanian national team's coach Yousef A I Oriebi said: “The 
matches were very beneficial and pointed out some shortcomings 
and mistakes we hope to avert in our upcoming Davis Cup 
matches. 

“The Lebanese team is very good. We came oat even, winning 5 
matches and cooceeding the other five. 

“ Haiti A1 AM is in good shape. He played wefl and bent 
Lebanon’s No. 1,” said tbe coach adding that he “would have 
wanted Imad Abu Hamda ’s fitness to be better because that’s the 
oafy reason Imad lost his matches.” 

Meanwhile the Jordan Tennis Federation (JTF) has announced 
its 1992 schedule which is bound to keep the national team and 
tennis players in general quite contest and busy. 

In the first of four to ur naments the national team wffl play 
abroad, the Jordanian team will face Malaysia in tbe first round of 
the Davis Cup. They win later play Thailand or Singapore. 

The juniors wfll play in Qatar in February. In August the 
itatiwmi team wiD take part in Lebanon’s tmak championship, 
after which they will participate in the Arab Sports Tournament in 
Syria in September. 

Local activities are abundant. They include a beginners tourna- 
ment in March; the first round of the Jordan Tennis Cham- 
pionship in April; tbe junior’s singles and doubles competition in 
May; the second round of tbe Jordan Tennis Champ i on ship and 
the mixed doubles open in June; the youth singles and doubles open 
in July; the men’s doubles open and the Federation Cup hi August 
and a training camp in Damascus in September. 

Tbe season will be concluded with the third and final round of 
the Jordan Tennis Championship in October, and die men’s 
doubles and mixed doubles tournaments in November. 


Veteran Ghana meets 
lst-time finalist Sunday 


DAKAR, Senegal (AP) — It will 
be African soccer’s veterans 
against the new boys in Sunday's 
final of the African Nations Cup 
at the Amitie Stadium. 

For Ghana, it is seventh final 
appearance in the continent’s 
showpiece, while the Ivory Coast 
will be playing in their first-ever 
final. The match also promises a 
stark contrast in style, pitting the 
aggression and physical play of 
Ghana’s black stars against the 
cautions build-ups and technical 
sophistication of the Elephants of 
the Ivory Coast. 

The whole event, though, is 
douded by the absence of Afri- 
can Footballer of the Year, Abe- 
di “Pele” Ayew, whose caution in 
Thursday's semifinal against 
Nigeria automatically rules him 
out of the game. It was the 
second yellow card of the tourna- 
ment for Pele, and despite an 
official appeal by the Ghanaian 
Football Association, be will 
have to watch his country’s bid 
for a record fifth African title 
from the sidelines. 


Ayew had been the inspiration 
behind the youthful Ghanaian 
team, turning around their for- 
tunes in the 2-1 semifinal win 
over Nigeria, and also scoring 
three gods in the competition to 
. be the joint leading striker with 
Rachidi Yekmi of Nigeria. 

Tbe burden of taking over his 
midfield role now rests heavily on 
the shoulders of 17-year-old Nii 
Lamptey Odartey, who played in 
Italy last year. 

Lamptey has been a pale sha- 
dow of his potential at this 
tournament, but Sunday's final 
presents the perfect stage to dis- 
play his extraordinary ability. 
There will be ample backing from 
German-based Anthony Yeboafa 
and Tony Baffoe and Prince Pol- 
icy Opoku, who . scored the 
winning goal in the semifinals. 

For die Ivorians, who trium- 
phed in a post-match penalty 
shootout over Cameroon, there is 
a race against time to have both 
captain Saint Joseph Gadji-Celi 
and star striker Youssouf Fofana 
fit for tbe final. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
A TANNAH HIRSCH 
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THE KNOCKOUT PUNCH 


North-South vulnerable. North 
deals. 

NORTH 
4 8 6 5 2 
7 6 4 3 
A K Q J 
4 A K 

WEST EAST 

« J4 * Q 3 

7 A K Q 2 10 9 5 

! 10 7 2 >86 5 4 

* J 8 4 3 ♦ Q 10 9 6 

SOUTH 

* A K 10 9 7 
7 J 8 7 

; 93 

* 7 5 2 
The bidding: 

North East South West 

1 > Pass 1 * Pass 

3 6 Pass 4 * Pass 

Pass Pass 
Opening lead: King of 7 
Beware of bridge maxima. Even 
the soundest should be tempered 
with a disclaimer Not valid in un- 
usual cases. 

North had quite a problem at his 
first turn. The hand had all the 
qualifications for an opening bid of 
one no trump except for the fact 
that both major ?uits were wide 
open and there was too much con- 
centration of power in the minors. 
What finally convinced North to 
open one diamond was the fact that 


a one-spade rebid would be available 
should partner respond one heart. 

The defenders started with three 
rounds of hearts. Those who follow 
tbe maxim "Never give declarer a 
ruff-shiFT would now run out of 
steam. Declarer would win any 
switch, draw trumps and easily col- 
lect the rest of the tricks. 

West looked a little deeper into 
the position. It was obvious from 
dummy that there were no tricks for 
the defense in the minor suits. That 
meant that the setting trick would 
have to come from the trump suit. 

To accept partner’s game invita- 
tion. South had to have at least five 
bumps headed by the ace-king or 
ace-queen. In the latter case, declar- 
er could bring in the trump suit 
without loss by finessing East for 
the king. The only hope for the de- 
fenders was to promote a trump 
trick by forcing declarer to ruff with 
a high trump. 


Having reached that conclusion. 
West was up to the challenge. To the 
fourth trick that defender continued 
with the 13th heart. East cooperat- 
ed by ruffing with the queen, and 
declarer’s goose was cooked. Forced 
to overruff with the king, declarer 
had no way to prevent West from 
scoring the setting trick with the 
jack of spades. 
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FORECAST FOR SUNDAY JANUARY. 26, 1W2 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer. Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: You 
benefit by listening quietly to your 
own deep seated inuitions and by 
getting together with experts in 
their fields to find out how their 
background of experience can be 
helpful. 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
You find it necessary to use more 
than average care on the highway 
or in motion in anyway to prevent 
mishaps and to nse your best judg- 
ment to avoid mistakes. 


TAURUS: (April 20 ro May 20) 
Don't try to sente any financial or 
practical issues facing you today as 
conditions are changing and your 
judgment is not at its best. 
GEMINI; (May 21 to June 21) You 
are discontented and want to revise 
some of your personal plans now 
but this is just the wrong time to 
rely upon your judgment regarding 
such. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) You now feel you are in 
tbe midst of too many restrictions 
and limitations and want to break 
out from under them but you 
should wait. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Ner- 
vous and restless friends and ac- 
quaintances can be a pain in the 
neck to you today if you cry to get 
them to go along with your inti- 
mate aims. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Matters of an outside or world- 
ly nature can be a disappointment 
u you if you press them so stick to 
more personal increases and alh 


well. 

(JBR.4: (September 2J u> October 
22) You have all kinds of urges to 
expand your ideas and activities 
bm today would find you cither 
thwarted now or difficult situations 
follow. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) Some promises or agree- 
ments you have made are not as 
you now wish but this is no day ro 
yourself alter them and expect 
others to do this. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) You are apt to be 
with partners upon whom you fed 
you can not rely or who today arc 
not willingly to go along with wha! 
you now desire. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) You feel you have 
manv little duties to perform but u * 
would be best if you take the day 
off. rest and relax and study good 
literature, music. 

AQUARIUS. (January 21 to Fcbru- • 
ary 19) Now you have a day when 
you are eager for pleasures and to ; 
get out from under depressive load 
that you feel is too much for you to . 
bear. 

. PISCES: (February' - fl IO March ; 
20) Your home can be a battles- - 
round of divergent ideas if you 
allow it to be and you and family 
members should concentrate upon 
loving one another. 


“The starr impel, they do do: 
compel. " What you make of your ' 
life is largely up to you. 


THE BETTER HALF, 


& y Harris 


X WANT A 

ROMANTIC 

EVENING/ 


WE COULt? WATCH 
WRESTLING BY. 
CAMPLE LIGHT J 



Unscramble these fate Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
|« by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 


AWNTY 



rn 



LUCCK 


n 

□□ 

□ 

; 1 


MOAWED 


nz 

_ 

AS 



DICHOR 


□ 

□ 

nu 

UL 


A SNOBONLY'WAhTrS 
TO KNOW PEOPLE 
I WHO PONT WANT THIS. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


TO tnn cm 


Saturday’s 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: LAPS. KETCH MANIAC GRUBBY 
Answer The hfflbffl/s favorite pie — “BUMPKIN" 


THE Daily Crossword wo™,.**™, 


ACROSS 
1 Writer Urta 
5 Dogte 

9 Gown material 

14 Adjutant 

15 Gen. Bratfey 

18 "Goodnight'' gbt 
17 Attracted 
IB Up-to-date 
persons 
20 LoutSvAe 
favorite 

22 Adjust 

23 Shaver 

24 A Kennedy 
26 Brays 

28 Wte. city 

31 Card game 

32 As snug as a 
in — 

on Me 
Thames 
36 Expensive 
38 Netting 
40 North and South 

42 — AftO. Cd. 

43 Florence 
favorite 

46 Queen of 
Carthage 

46 Fjord city 

47 KBter whales 
49 Difficulty 

51 Erie — Gardner 
54 — Hari 

56 Always to 
poets 

56 Lamb piece 
58 Character of a 
people 

52 Gardening 
knack 

65 Elect 
66— Oakley 

67 Verbal 

68 Otherwise 

69 Inclines 

70 Lack 

71 HB Haiti 


i RVns Ftaaantd * 


6 "That's — " 
(Dean Martin 
hit) 

7 Put on freight 

8 Revtvffied 

9 Welds together 
10 Jackie's second 
If Seed coaling 

12 Being hauled 

13 Hotbeds 

19 Hoftow stem 
21 Over there 
25 Ooze 
27 Unpleasant 


28 Highway 
exit 


DOWN 

1 "Sums" star 
2umdof 
shamrocks 

3 Czech river 

4 Parma, town 

5 Jofndy. praf- 


29 VteJntty 

30 Perverse one 

31 Ardent Gr. etty- 
st&ta 

34 Garroway 
hosted It 
36 Bridge seat 
37SH*: Fr. 

38 Needy 
41 Physical entity 


Puzzle Solved: 


gnnra nnanR 
onnra ninnn nrannn 
nnnggnnnnnnininin:- 

nnrc nrann nnn 

riRririo non 
n] nri vmnn 
R P! m W 1 E ^ ; ronn h n n 

rcrcnftrarann rmn 
r nnmiT] non 

nRRRHSH nrannnnn 

KKRRH 'EHH n n ™rs 

nnnnrg efrann nnnn 


44 Dahl et nl. 

48 — la vie 

50 Had a meal 

51 Actor George 


52 ABoy 
I Oval 


«L._ 

(Powea^mj 


57 Dtadncttve air 

59 Ship's 
frame 

60 Greek peak 

61 Plant port 

63 On *£er. 

64 Sandwich 
tetters 
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J 


* 
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AbdaOa Malki 


Mohammad Sued Nabufsi 
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Financial 

Bjlnrfccff in (^Hwtratioa with 

Cairo Amman Bank 

UJS. DoBar in I n tw mci wMl Markets 


Cnrrvncy 

KawVwfc 

Cfaae 

Uwymfc 

Clou? 


23/1/1992 


Sterling Pound 1 ' 

1.7S5 0 

1.7970 

Deutsche Mark 

1.60*7 

1.5020 

Swiss Franc 

l.«B 

1.4150 

French Franc 

5.4770 

5.4265 

Japanese Yen 

125.85 

123.55 

European Cnrrni} l 1 nil 

1.2853 ** 

1.2875 


t«»c« Ojwubk ,a S-SO tin. CMT 
Eanwumnty lotcrere p»»*t 


Date: 


m/j/wz 


Currency 

1 MTH 

3 MTHS 

b MTHS 

12 MTHS 

VS. Dollar 

4.00 

4.05 

4.12 

4.47 

Sterling Pound 

lO.e L' 

10.5-6 

10.45 

10 . 25 

Deutsche Mark 

9.57 

1.45 

1.47 

1.06 

Swiss Franc 

7.43 

7.37 

7.25 

7.19 

French Franc 

9.J7 

9.87 

9.62 

9.50 

Japanese Yen 

U1 

: i2 

5.05 

4.81 

4.71 

European Currency Unit 

10.51 

10. 00 

10.12 

9.88 


[ alrr bank bid nur. (or amoanl. iirmfinR 1 .V Hollar, 1 .000.000 or equivalent 


Metal 

usd/ui 

jgSEjl 

Metal 

USSj.'Oz 

JDJGni 

Gold 

355 

6.85 

Silver 

4.16 

.093 


“ 21 Kvw 

Central Bun of Jordan Exchange 


Rate Budotia 
Da 


24/1/199? 


Currency 

Bid 

Offer 

U.S. Dollar 

0.o760 

0.6760 

Sterling Pound 

1-2193 

1.2254 

Deutsche Mark 

0.426? 

0.4283 

Swiss Franc 

0.4716 

0.4822 

French Franc 

0.1247 

0.1253 

Japanese Yen 1 



\EOBMMiWM 


0.57% 

Swedish Krona 

0.1152 

0.1158 

Hatton !.ira a 

0.05(» 

0.056* 




‘ IV >M 
OcMr Canancien 


24/111992 


Currency 

Bid 

Offer 

Bahraini Dinar 

1.7640 

1.7720 

Lebanese Lira” 

0.0766 

0.0774 

Saudi Riyat 

0.1719 

0.1S12 

Kuwaiti Dinar 

- 


Qatari Rijal 

0.18 3? 

0.1644 

Egyptian Pound 

0.2000 

0.2100 

Omani Rival 

1.7300 

1.7410 

UAE Dirham 

C.1651 

0.1644 

Greek Drachma' 


0.36S0 

Oprim Pound 

1.4755 

1.49SS 


CAB lodkm for Amman Financial Market 


Indn 

15/7/1992 Cione 

a/i/mz ciom 

Ail-Share 

753.67 

133.16 

Banking Seciur 

10^.9? 

110:09 

Insurance Sector 

15:.% 

151.46 ■ 

Industry Seciur 

166.35 

166.93 

Services Sector 

150.95 

150.46 


DtmmMxt ji. m > IM 


How 



show 





By Samir Shafiq 

Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — The oil boom of the 
seventies has faded away in every 
economic sector over the years 
but, it seems, the Arab banks are 
still suffering from the eclipsed 
prosperity, a phenomenon which 
Abdalia Malki described as “the 
bitter harvest season." 

Dr. Malki, lecturing at a semi- 
nar organised by the Arab Banks 
Union at Philadelphia Hotel 
Saturday, said that bank mergers 
were deemed necessary primarily 
by the problem of bad and doubt- 
ful debts and non-performing 
loans, among many other hinder- 
ing facets which resulted from the 
downturn of fortunes since the 
eighties and up to this day. 

The seminar, entitled “banking 
merger," was opened by Central 
Bank of Jordan (CBJ) Governor 
Mohammad Saeed Nabulsi who 
outlined five fundamental areas 
requiring high attention regard- 
ing banking merger. 

1) The need to restructure and 
reorganise Arab banking opera- 
tions internally and externally to 
bring up new bank units capable 
to confront the sharp competition 
under the emerging new world 
blocs and international legisla- 
tions and to meet the economic 
interests of Arab countries. 

The CBJ governor explained at 
this point that the right path to 
mergers should take off from 
existing Arab banking practices 
that must be extended to encom- 
pass the overall spectre and sur- 
pass national boundaries. The 
Arab World is in dire need of a 
new economic framework. Dr. 
Nabulsi said, urging as a corner- 
stone a serious and adequate 
endeavour towards eliminating 
restrictions at the national level 
first, and Arab regional level 


second to reach the stage of Arab 
openness to the outside world. 

Dr. Nabulsi specifically men- 
tioned that the first step on tbe 
financial side should be the can- 
cellation of internal restrictions, 
which monopolise the banking 
operations within the narrow 
national boundaries, to enable 
Arab banks to merge and branch 
out at the Arab market level. 

2) The creation of stronger 
banking units which can be more 
capable to compete and increase 
profit without going beyond the 
track of correct banking norms. 

The CBJ chief said that 
achievement of this end, theoreti- 
cally, is most probably linked to 
attaining what he termed “econo- 
mies of scale." based on what is 
known as "optimum size” of the 
banking unit. Dr. Nabulsi went 
on to say that these theoretical 
concepts raise the issue of how 
they can be practically im- 
plemented through meaningful 
standards needed tn reality. 

3) Differentiating between 
merger methods and assessing the 
one that enjoys a better chance of 
success. 

"There are two types of mer- 
gers," Dr. Nabulsi said. “One is 
outside market merger and the 
other is inside market merger." 

He elaborated by saying that 
outside mergers involve two units __ 
operating in two different mar-' 
kets, either geographically or ser- 
vicewise, while inside mergers 
cover units operating in the same 
geographical area or in similar- 
type markets. Dr. Nabulsi said 
that the general belief was that 
inside mergers enjoyed a brighter 
chance to cut costs and increase 
profit. 

Dr. Nabulsi also differentiated 


between two other methods of 
merger: Voluntary and compuls- 
tory. 

He explained that since the 
objective was to minimise costs 
and maximise profit to face up to 
crises and turbulences, it would 
be wiser and more acceptable to 
have banks realise the situation 
and merge voluntarily. 

However, the governor said 
that cases of compulsory mergers 
might be acceptable to the central 
bank, especially in cases of weak 
and troubled banks where li- 
quidation would be more costly 
and burdening. 

4) The emergence of a situa- 
tion where an oligopoly would 
prevail, especially if the mergers 
become too many in a small and 
protected market 

To solve this aspect. Dr. 
Nabulsi pointed out to Arab mar- 
kets which, he said, should be 
opened to provide at the same 
time more opportunities for mer- 
gers and also prevent the quality 
of competition to decline to a 
level where an oligopoly would 
reign again. 

5) Mergers are not the magic 
solution to all challenges facing 
Arab banking operations, and 
although important and of in- 
terest, they should be looked at 
as part of a wider strategy to 
reform the banking sector 
through higher levels of supervi- 
sion. increasing the financial re- 
sources, updating banking legisla- 
tions and modernising manage- 
ment techniques. 

Dr. Nabulsi highlighted the 
merger frenziness on the interna- 
tional scene and noted that it was 
viewed as an effective remedy to 
stop declining profitability, 
strengthening the capital base 
and escaping looming troubles. 
He gave as examples the merger 
of huge banks in the United 
States. 


Dr. Malki, an economist and 
general manager of the Associa- 
tion of Banks in Jordan (ABJ), 
tackled the subject of merger 
from a different perspective. 

He looked at the calls for bank 
mergers as being the escape gate 
of a troubled situation, incapabil- 
ity to compete and mismanage- 
ment, cases similar to the ones 
experienced in Jordan, United 
Arab Emirates and Lebanon. 

Referring to the seventies. Dr. 
Malki mentioned that no one did 
complain of overbanktng at that 
time. He said that only when 
recession befell the region and 
many banks began faltering or 
experiencing increased difficul- 
ties they found this overbanking 
concept as the answer to explain 
the economic squeeze with which 
they had to struggle. 

Dr. Malki, pointing out to 
many developed countries, won- 
dered why the concept of over- 
banking wasn’t present there 
even when financial institutions 
in those countries encountered 
tremendours problems as well. 

"Or is this issue to become only 
an Arab dilemma?” he asked. 

Anyway, rectifying the over- 
banking phenomenon should de- 
pend on "our economic philoso- 
phy," he said and suggested 
choosing from two schools of 
thought. 

He elaborated by explaining 
that the first school sees over- 
banking as natural, normal and 
acceptable in a market economy 
and, therefore, the market itself 
would be resolving the issue, 
while the second school tends to 
tackle the subject through volun- 
tary on compulsory mergers. 

Dr. Malki envisaged a way to 
balance between the positive and 
negative aspects of both the 
ideas. By proposing the system of 
an institution to guarantee bank 


deposits, he said that the problem 
of small depositors youlJ be 
solved as both public and private 
funds would protect the average 
savings while major depositors 
would face the responsibility of 
their banking choice. 

Dr. Malki evaluated an impor- 
tant element in bank mercers bv 
bringing up the subject of streng- 
thening the capital base of Arab 
banks. He saw a problem in 
attracting new investors, especial- 
ly when a banking uni: faced 
problems or was unprofitable, os 
the equity funds are considered as 
a shield against crises from loans 
turning sour. 

He encouraged the capitalisa- 
tion of various reserves although, 
theoretically, the reserves are 
part of a bank's equity. 

Dr. Malki emphasised that 
bank mergers do not rid financial 
institutions of bad or doubtful 
debts or even non-performing 
loans. He consdcquently urged 
the setting up of a secondary 
market for these categories and 
maximising collection “efforts to 
ease banking troubles and relax 
the urgency for mergers. 

The ABJ head gave as an 
example to clean a bank's port- 
folio the concept of setting up a 
"bad bank" in the U.S. to under- 
take the responsibility for sour 
credits within an ongoing mercer 
process which usually sets cside 
the aforementioned negative 
aspects to a separate mar, a ce- 
ment. 

Dr. Malki drew the attention of 
the audience of bankers to a gap 
whereby a clear difference shouid 
be noted between the lack of 
capital adequacy (or a capital 
shortage 1 and a liquidity shortage 
as each one of these two elements 
reflect varied reasons for a bank's 
trouble and. consequently, re- 
quire different remendial action. 


Throughout his lecture. 


Dr. 


M-Jh: kepi reminJi'c: :lu. partici- 
pants in the semina- 
to keep no the growth * n lcn-ifl? 
cno ihrii * - kini: risky credit deci- 
sion shoulc not be marred by past 
negative practices winch shook 
the banking sector and caused a 
rethink evaluation 

Th A3J general manager joked 
about banks seekir.c eternal life 
insurance policies anti said that 
bank failures in Arab countries 
shouid to considered beneficial m 
many aspects. 

The lecrurer did not dwell only 
on. banks lacing troubles, but also 
repeatedly weighed the merger 
benefits. However, his remarks 
were mostly questions pushing 
for a debate. 

He asked whether Arab banks 
were capable ;o enter would mar- 
kets and whether they were in a 
position to tend internationally. 

He asked whether the Arab 
World could absorb the ambi- 
tions of the banks. 

Noting that a merger should 
produce a stronger .md a heal- 
thier ban':., anu nor only a large 
one. Dr. Malki asked what 
should be T.e enter:., to consider 
a country ns overbanked. He 
mentioned the size of the popula- 
tion. (he number bank's 

br.ichc.". 'T i: s '.fj: ability as 
some stand. i ids. *:t addition to 
Wi eo _\ 'ions oi n 
coj :r; . 

f >!.!.. •.! . ; m mer- 
cer .• r.v r: '. '.-cj j>e of 

e '*■ or ; r .. c ■ ; •: _ r, i legal 
framework, tn.* .it ’tines of 
ev.iiuat.r.L the .-.>■? mulling a 
merger. 

He mentioned further merger 
complexities in rhe arc;:* of stiff 
foreign ccmyerii .ufiiculnes 
in monitoring event- re* tilling 
from modern technologies and 
the diversified activities of hank-, 
outside the banking operations 


Figures on household savings, 

consumer debt in Britain show 
starkest changes in past 10 years 


LONDON (R) — Britons spent 
their way into the current econo- 
mic recession with abandon, gov- 
sernment figures show: : 

The 1992 Social Trends report, 
an official guide ' to the'changing 
face of British society, illustrates 
how the nation's 57 million 
citizens joined a U.S.-led stam- 
pede into consumer debt in' the 
mid-1980s. 

Statistics fromthe 250-page 
compendium, issued by the Cen- 
tral Statistical Office, showed the 
amount of outstanding consumer 
debt more than doubled 1981 and 
1990 to well over £50 billion ($90 
billion). 

Personal savings plunged dur- 
ing the same period to the extent 
that from 1986, at the height of 
the consumer credit boom, total 
household spending exceeded 
disposable income. 

Consumer di/bt stoked the eco- 
nomy to overheat in the late 
1980s, when the Conservative 
government responded by raising 
interest rates to tame inflation. 


Though rates have since fallen, 
the recession is still being felt and 
Prime Minister John Major must 
hold elections by July with recov- 
.uncertain. . . - 

Social Trends is an annual com- 
pilation of statistics on a wide 
range of issues from wealth to 
leisure activities. 

Editor Tom Griffin said the 
figures on consumer debt and 
household savings were among 
those that showed the starkest 
changes over the past 10 years. 

Other entries reflect to what 
degree Conservative former 
prime minister Margaret Thatch- 
er, in power from 1979 until 1990. 
realised her ambition to trans- 
form Britain into a nation of 
shareholding, home-owning en- 
trepreneurs. 

Mrs. Thatcher's flagship policy 
of privatising state industries 
helped boost the number of adult 
Britons owning shares to one in 
four in 1990 compared with one 
in 13 in 1981. 


Despite wider share own- 
ership. the proportion of shares 
in private hands decreased to 20 
per cent in 1990 from almost 30 
per cent a decade earlier. 

Wealth distribution changed 
little, with the richest 10 per cent 
owning 50 per cent of the total in 
1976 and 53 per cent in 1989. 

The number of peole owning 
their own homes more than duu- 
bled to 15.7 million between 1961 
and 1990 while the number of 
rented dwellings more than 
halved to 2.4 million. 

Only 37.9 per cent of working 
Britons were members of trade 
unions by 1989, against 52.8 per 
cent in 1979 before Mrs. Thatcher 
launched her challenge to the 
power of the unions in industry. 


Syria 
to supply 
Cyprus with 


DAMASCUS (R) — Syria will 
supply 570.000 tonnes of fuel oil 
to Cyprus in 1992 to feed electric- 
ity generators, oil industry 
sources have said. 

-^-They said a contract was re- 
cently signed by the heads of 
Syria's Banyas Refinery and the 
Cyprus Electricity Authority 
(CEA) in Nicosia. 

Syria supplied the CEA with 
fuel oil during the second half of 
1991 -under a contract signed last 
year. 

Pricing and shipment details 
were not available. 

Syria, a member of the Orga- 
nisation of Petroleum Exporting 
Countries (OPEC), produces 
around 450,000 barrels per day of 
light and heavy crude. 

The refinery in the Mediterra- 
nean port city of Banyas produces 
around 104,000 barrels per day of 
processed heavy crude. 


fiHjts liberal 


ana 


[ii finvesteenit law 


SOFIA (R) — Bulgaria's parlia- 
ment has adopted a liberal new 
law on foreign investment to en- 
courage foreign capital into the 
country. 

"Comparing this law with v'mi- 
lar ones in other eastern Euro- 
pean countries, this is the most 
liberal bill. It creates most 
favourable conditions for regulat- 
ing economic activity." deputj, 
Ilko Eshkenazi. the architect of 
the bill. said. 

The new law allows foreigners 
to transfer profits from invest- 
ments. including interest on bank 
deposits, out of Bulgaria in con- 
vertible currency without limit. 

It also sets no limits on the size 
of foreign investments. 

Under the new law foreigners 
have most of the same rights as 
Bulgarians in setting up 
businesses and acquiring proper- 


ty. They can buy land t>c nuiloinc 
but not for farmin-j 

The law «j"e> re,:nc- 

itons on invest man; n. ilic manu- 
facturing ami trading .t..! .. mo- 
ments. Kin-ting 'no.sr.ince 

and exploring iV-r . r.l •.■•.ir.icinig 
n titur;- ' resource- 

Prime Niitustei Fmnp Lh mu- 
re* . .those Union L'-uu-'cratic 
Force* won a n-:* i* •nr-, in elec- 
tions last October, h ■: pieJeed m 
replace com::iui;:*;-'-ny --d lav s 
on economic acii’.u;. . which de- 
terred foreign, investor -. imm put- 
ting money" into Bulgaria 

The law also proMde- a de- 
fence against the expropriation ot 
foreign investment- .md >tak> 
tha: tfte National Bank and gn\ - 
eminent will is>ue licences ti*r 
joint ventures within 4? da\s «o 
three months of the date of ap- 
plication. 


EXECUTIVE SECRETARY NEEDED 

A Jordanian company is in need of an executive 
secretary with the following qualifications: 

1. Excellent command of written/spoken Arabic and 
English. 

2. Typing in Arabic and English. 

3.3-5 years experience. 

Those who are interested and feel to be 
qualified please write to P.O.Box 926466 


PASSPORT LOST 

I. Elizabeth Paulus, lost my passport No. A 794022 issued at 
Bareiiy, India. If anyone finds it please contact P.O.Box 184035 
or return it to Indian Embassy. 


FnanraasfeecB TTq 

Two bedrooms, L-shaped sitting room, central heatinq, tele- 
phone. Also suitable for offices. 

Location: 7th Circle. 

Tel.: 823125 from 3:00-1:00 a.nu 



Sbpar Star 

jj 

Kevin Costner 


'931 Oscas Wipner 

in his c jisrariiins 

m 

super p.-oauctjcn 


Cinema Tel: 634144 

PHILADELPHIA 


Mel Glbson/Goldle Hawn — In 
Bird On A Wire 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30. 6:15, 8:30. 10:30 pin 

Special shows for children on Thursday 
and Friday at 11:30 am. 


Prince of Thieves 
Shows: 3:30. 6:15 . 8:30. 10:30 p.m. 3 


Rahil At m&sftsKE Theatre 


Family in their play. 

Zas&fiss A! SIsaasSaSsaEy 


Ninja Turtles 


Cinema 


RAINBOW 


% 


at S p.m- 


PARADISE 

MOTEL 


Shows: 3:30. 6:30. 8:30, 10:30 p.m 



HOTEL AQUAMAMNA 111 

Three nights/four days per person JD 29.000 In 
double room occupancy including breakfast 
and lunch. 

The above rates are subject to 10% govt, tax 
and 10% service charge. 

For reservation please call: 03-31-6255 


Three nights/four days per person JD 29.00 in 
double room occupany including breakfast at Aqua 
II and lunch at Aqua I. 

The above rates are subject to 10% govt, tax and 
10% sen/ice charge. 

For reservation please call 315165 - 316250 


AQUAMAR1NA HOTEL-CLUB I 

Three nights/four days per person JD 48.00 in 
double room occupancy including breakfast 
and dinner buffet barbeque in Blue Lagoon 
Restaurant with MAHA, the Arabic Singer (for 
families only). 

The above rates are subject to 10% govt, tax 
and 10% service charge. 

For reservation please call: 03-31-6250 
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■Herzegovina names date 
endnm; Serbs oppose 


BELGRADE (R) — The parlia- 
ment of Bosnia-Herzegovina 
voied Saturday to hold a referen- 
dum on independence that is 
cenain to crush the last breath 
Out of the Yugoslav Federation. 

But ieaders of the 1.4 million 
Serbs in the ethnically -mixed re- 
public voiced their opposition to 
the vote and said they would not 
regard it as binding. 

Deputies represent Bosnia's 
Muslims and Croats agreed after 
a heated debate lasting through 
the night to hold the referendum 
over the weekend of Feb. 29 and 
March i. Tanjug News Agency 
reported. 

Serb deputies staged a walk- 
out before the vote, rejecting any 
decision that would cut the re- 
public off from Yugoslavia. 

The European Community 
tZC) has said Bosnia- 
Kerzegovina must hold z referen- 
dum before the EC would consid- 
er recognising it as an indepen- 
dent state. 

The EC led moves to recognise 
Slovenia and Croatia earlier this 
month. 

‘ The referendum ... will not be 
binding for the Serbs of the Bos- 
nian Krajina,” said Radislav 


Vukic, a local leader of the Serb- 
dominated region of Krajina in 
northwest Bosnia. 

Politicians have expressed fears 
that the seven-month conflict be- 
tween Croatia, the Serb-led army 
and Serb irregulars could spill 
into Bosnia. They say any vio- 
lence there would dwarf the fight- 
ing in Croatia in which 6.000 
people have died. 

Radovan Karadzic, leader of 
the Serbian Democratic Party in 
Bosnia, said this week Serbs in 
Bosnia would never accept an 
independent Bosnia. 

“This is an option which 
threatens the Serb nadon (in 
Bosnia) and as such is a war 
option.” he said. 

A Yugoslav Railways spokes- 
man said a small explosion in 
Bosnia-Herzegovina damaged 
new track connecting the republic 
with Serbia. An inquiry has been 
set up bat it was not immediately 
known whether the incident was 
connected with the referendum 
vote. 

Meanwhile a ceasefire in 
Croatia negotiated by the United 
Nations survived its 22nd day 
Saturday despite minor viola- 
tions. 


Croatian radio said Machine- 
gun fire could be heard in the 
suburbs of the Adriatic port of 
Dubrovnik and in the town of 
Sunja south of the Croatian capit- 
al. Zagreb. 

Croatia sent a protest to the 
Yugoslav Federal Army on Satur- 
day over continued flights by 
military jets over Croatian airs- 
pace, which it said breached the 
terms of the ceasefire. 

Croatia said Friday it wanted 
the United Nations to start de- 
ploying peacekeepers on its terri- 
tory within the next 10 days. 

Croatian Prime Minister Fran- 
jo Greguric said the Serb-led 
Yugoslav army — which together 
with Serbian irregulars controls a 
third of Croatia's territory — 
should leave the newly- 
independent republic by late 
February. 

“Our request is that 1,500 to 
2,000 (U.N.) troops be sent with- 
in the next 10 days ... and after 
that the Yugoslav army should 
finish withdrawing within two 
weeks,” he told a news confer- 
ence after returning from talks in 
New York with U.N. Secretary- 
General Boutros Gbali. 

U.N. Under-Secretary Mar- 


rack Goulding arrives in Belgrade 
Sunday to check conditions for 
deploying up to 10,000 
peacekeeping troops in Croatia. 

Leaders of a Serb-controlled 
region in Croatia, also called 
Krajina, have made clear they 
will not lift objections to U.N. 
plans to replace federal troops in 
the area with the peacekeepers. 

Tanjug said Mr. Goulding 
would meet Krajina's top two 
leaders during his visit. Most of 
the 600,000 Serbs in Croatia want 
no part of the newly-inde pendent 
state. 

Serbia's attempts to create a 
new Yugoslavia have been cold- 
shouldered by Bosnia and the 
southern Republic of Macedonia, 
which also wants independence. 

ft 

Greece is blocking any EC 
move to recognise Macedonia un- 
til it changes its name and re- 
nounces any territorial claim on 
Greece's Macedonia region. 

Macedonian Prime Minister 
Nikola Kljusev said Friday 
Athens was harassing Macedo- 
nian citizens and introducing a 
blockade of Macedonian tracks 
as part of a “cold war” against his 
republic. 


wmg 
rejects 
De Klerk 
peech 


C 


CAPE TOWN (R) — President 
F.Yv. De Klerk has promised not 
to force changes on South Afri- 
ca’s ruling white minority and 
ur^jd right-wingers to join talks 
about political reform. But a 
Conservative leader rejected his 
olive branch. 

“'.Ve are honour-round to hold 
lerendum... on am substan- 


u r 


live changes to the constitution. 
Only after such a referendum, 
and if the result is positive, will 
implementation follow." Mr. De 
Klerk said in an opening address 
to parliament Friday. 

He urged right-wingers who 
oppose transmition from white 
rule to democracy to join the 
multi-oparty Convention for a 
Democratic South Africa 
(CODES A), which is negotiating 
change. 

He said the convention would 
deride the shape of an interim 
government bui would not itself 
assume executive powers. 

“CODESA is not and should 
not be an institution of author- 
ity,” he said. 

Andries Treumicht. leader of 
:he pro-apartheid Conservative 
Party, rejected Mr. De Klerk's 
appeal to join CODESA. He said 
.a promise by Mr. De Klerk to put 
the concept of racial partition on 
the CODESA agenda was point- 
less in the light of the president's 
acknowledged opposition to it. 

"The invitation... to partici- 
pate in CODESA makes no 
sense. We do not negotiate on 
that basis.” said Mr. Treumicht. 
who earlier stated: “We can't 
stand idly by while whites are sold 
out." 

African National Congress 
fANC) leader Nelson Mandela 
said Mr. De Klerk's address, 
which reaffirmed earlier promises 
of a white veto on political 
change, was insensitive . 

Mr. De Klerk said he wouid 
poll all South Africans and whites 
separately on proposals for poli- 
tical reform. He said the white- 
dominated parliament was the 
only body that could implement 
change. 

Mr. Mandela rejected the 
white veto but said he was not 
pessimistic about the prospects 
for a negotiated settlement. 

“We have had a lot of prob- 
lems where we have approached 
an issue from different angles, 
but we have been able to narrow 
that gap and at times achieve a 
breakthrough/’ Mr. Mandela 
told a news conference. 

“On the basis of our past re- 
cord 1 am not at all pessimistic.” 

About 20,000 ANC supporters, 
most of them blacks, rallied on a 
square near parliament as Mr. De 
Klerk spoke and later marched to 
the red-brick building to demand- 
the end of white rule. 

In Pretoria. 34 people were 
arrested and held for several 
hours after a demonstration that 
police said was illegal. 

Meanwhile, American film 
director Spike Lee arrived in 
South Africa Friday to shoot 
scenes for a film about black 
radical leader Malcolm X aimed 
at bringing blacks in Africa and 
the United States closer together. 

Mr. Lee will spend two days in 
Soweto shooting scenes for the 
film Any Means Necessary on the 
late American activist assassin- 
ated in 1965 before leaving Mon- 
day. 

Mr. Lee, visiting white-ruled 
South Africa for the first time, 
told a news conference it did not 
matter that Malcolm X and never 
come to the country. 


WORLD HEWS IN BRIEF 


U.S. to halt nuclear warhead production 


WASHINGTON (R) — The Bush administration plans to 
suspend indefinitely making nuclear bombs and cancel the only 
type of warhead still on order, the Washington Post said 
Saturday. The derision is to be announced Wednesday by Energy 
Secretary James Watkin. whose department is responsible for 
nuclear weapons production, the Post said, quoting unidentified 
senior U.S. officials. Some of the estimated savings of more than 
SI billion would probably by used to clean up environmental 
damage at some nuclear weapons production sites, the newspaper 
said. Cancellation of production of the warhead, known as W-88. 
follows other recent steps to reduce nuclear weapons output and 
reflects diminished concern among policymakers about the 
nuclear threat to the United States, the Post said. 


Bush unveils 11% hike for space station 


WASHINGTON (R) — President George Bush has announced 
an 11 per cent boost — S2.25 billion — in funding for a space 
station next year as part of an effort to refocus the U.S. space 
programme on exploration. “Space exploration should be and will 
be a national effort,” Mr. Bush told about 100 children. “When I 
send my annual budget ... up to Congress next week, it is going to 
mark the third straight year that I've called for a real increase in 
spending on our civil space programme.” Mr. Bush said. “And 
this includes full funding for space station freedom, $2.25 billion, 
an increase of 1 1 per cent.” He said the space station would be 
valuable to scientists but is also “essential to our destiny as a 
pioneering nation.” Mr. Bush said he would establish a national 
space exploration office next month. 


PoH shows Clinton, Bush ahead 


WASHINGTON (AP) — A new poll in the New Hampshire 
presidential primary shoes Arkansas Gov. Bill Clinton leading 
Democratic contenders and President George Bush with three 
times the support of challenger Patrick Buchanan. The poll of 450 
Democratic voters in the state which holds the nation's first 
primary on Feb. 18 gives Mr. Clinton 34 per cent to 22 per cent for 
Massachusets Sen. Paul Tsongas. On the Republican side, a 
sample of 442 likely GOP voters had President Bush leading 
challenger Patrick Buchanan 60 per cent to 19 per cent, with 21 
per cent undecided. The New Hampshire vote provides the first 
indication of voter appeal in the U.S. presidential race which is 
not until November. Third among Democrats was Nebraska Sen. 
Bob Kerrey with 13 per cent, followed by Iowa Sen. Tom Harkin. 
former California Gov. Jerry Brown and former Irvine, California 
city Mayor Larry Argan, each with 2 per cent. Mr. Argaii is 
’virtually unknown nationally, although he has some support 
among the country's elected Mayors because of his knowledge of 
local government issues. 


Japanese MP blasts U.S. management 


TOKYO (R) — A former Japanese minister has bended the 
quality of American executives saying they, and not workers, 
were to blame for the state of the U.S. economy, a Japanese news 
agency said Saturday. “The quality of American business execu- 
tives is poor although productivity of American workers is 
comparatively high.” Shintaro Ishihara, a member of the lower 
house of parliament and former environment minister, told 
Kyodo News Service. It was the second time in a week that a 
Japanese politician has publicly taken Americans to task for their 
economic performance and work habits. Earlier Yoshio Sakur- 
auchi. veteran speaker of the lower house of parliament, ignited a 
trans-pacific row when he said American workers were lazy and 
illiterate. “The quality of American labour is poor," Mr. 
Sakurauchi -was reported as saying. "About 30 per cent of the 
workers cannot read. Under these circumstances, executives 
cannot give (them) written instructions.” Commenting on Mr. 
Sakurauchi’s remarks, Mr. Ishihara said: “His remark was half 
correct and half wrong. ...He should have said the quality of 
American business managers is inferior.” 


Salvador officers get 30 years 


SAN SALVADOR (R) — Two military officers were sentenced 
to maxi urn 30-year prison sentences Friday in the 1989 Jesuit 
murder case, a crime that prompted an international outcry. The 
sentence was announced less than 12 hours after the Salvadorean 
congress passed an amnesty law allowing leftist rebel leaders to 
return home on Feb. 1 for a formal ceasefire marking the end of 
the country's 12-year civil war. The amnesty offers no assurance 
of forgiveness for the country's worst war criminals, however. The 
Jesuits were shot dead together with their cook and her daughter 
during a rebel offensive in the capital of San Salvador in 
■November J989. Colonel Guillermo Alfredo Benavides, who was 
found guilty by a civilian tribunal in September of masterminding 
the execution-style murders, is the highest-ranking army officer 
ever sentenced in a human rights case in El Salvador. 


‘2,500 dead In Nigerian communal strife’ 


LAGOS ( Rl — Up to 2.500 people have been killed in communal 
fighting over farmland in Nigeria’s remote northeastern state of 
Taraba since last October, according to reports from the area 
Saturday. Western diplomats said missionaries who reached the 
northern city of Kaduna from Taraba's Wukari region had 
reported between 2,000 and 2,500 deaths in clashes involving the 
mainly Christian Tiv and Jukun Ethnic groups, at loggerheads for 
nearly 40 years. There was no official confirmation of the reports 
and it was not clear whether fighting was still going on. Vice 
Preisdent Augustus Aikhomu urged representatives of both sides 
to seek peace when he summoned them to Lagos, 700 kilometre 
southwest of Wukari, three weeks ago. 


NATO to 
draw new 
republics 
under 
its wing 


BRUSSELS (AP) — The NATO 
allies are scrambling to wield 
influence over the former repub- 
lics of the Soviet Union in an 
effort to deal with the power 
vacuum left after the collapse of 
the superpower. 

But the military alliance is not 
yet ready to offer them foil mem- 
bership and the security guaran- 
tees that go with it. 

Instead, it plans to invite the 
former republics to join a special 
forum allowing them to share 
their security worries and hope- 
folly shape their nations' policies 
along Western lines. 

“The main * idea is to project as 
much stability as possible in poli- 
tical terms to this area," said 
Manfred Woerner, secretary- 
general of the North Atlantic 
Treaty Organisation (NATO), in 
an interview. 


The allies wan: “to avoid a 
kind of power vacuum or a con- 
frontation between rivaling ... 
states and to contribute somehow 
to calm this area," Mr. Woerner 
said. 

Before independence, the 
Soviet Union controlled the armed 
forces and arsenals of nuclear and 
conventional weapons. Without 
that structure, the new states are 
starting to provide for their own 
defence. 

NATO ambassadors recently 
agreed to let the former republics 
take part in the security forum — 
the North Atlantic Cooperation 
Council — set up late last year by 
President Bosh and other alliance 
leaders. 

The council was designed to 
draw the West’s former adversar- 
ies in Eastern Europe closer with- 
out granting them full mem- 
bership in NATO. 

Its first meeting was held last 
December with nine Eastern 
European nations, including the 
Soviet Union, Poland, Czechosl- 
vakia and Hungary. 

Another session will likely be 
scheduled next month ■ 


Tension 

mounts 

between 

Burma, 

Bangladesh 


COX'S BAZAR, Bangladesh 
(R) — Tension gripped Bang- 
ladesh's main tourist resort Satur- 
day after the army installed anti- 
aircraft guns in preparation for 
possible Burmese attacks. 

“We are packing up because 
the area is turning gradually into 
a military zone,” tourist Shamsul 
Islam said. 

The Bangladesh army has dot- 
ted the airport at Cox’s Bazar 
with dozens of anti-aircraft guns 
and radar facilities m case erf an 
air assault from Burma, just 30 
kilometres to the east. 


“Several squadrons of combat 
planes are (also) being kept ready 
at Chittagong Airport, 160 
kilometres from here," a military 
official said. 

Convoys of army trucks move 
towards the border each night 
while the navy has stepped up 
patrols in the Bay of Bengal and 
the Naaf River that forms part of 
Bangladesh’s 270-kilometre bor- 
der with Burma. 

The military ruler in Rangoon 
have deployed more than 75,000 
soldiers along the boundary since 
Burmese bolder forces attacked a 
Bangaldesh Rifles camp last 
month killing one soldier and 
wounding three, sources said. 


The incident provoked a full- 
scale military alert by Bangladesh 
which also sent thousands of 
troops and paramilitary guards to 
reinforce border positions. 

According to military sources, 
nearly 5,000 Burmese Muslims 
have streamed into Bangladesh in 
the past week joining at toast 
60,000 others fleeing persecution 
by Burmese soldiers. Thousands 
more are expected. 

The sources said the Muslim 
refugees from Burma's western 
Arakan state, called Rohingyas,, 
fled across the border saying Bur- 
mese soldiers had burned their 
homes and arrested thousands of 
yonng men. 

“They are still driving us from 
our homes, taking our sons to 
labour camps and torturing 
women," refugee Abdul Barek 
told reporters in south eastern 
Bangladesh. 

Officials in Cox's Bazar resi- 
dents said they were anxious- 
lyawaiting the outcome of a third 
meeting between the two sides 
scheduled for Jan. 28. 

At their last meeting, Burma 
said it believed Bangladesh was 
harbouring Rohingya rebels who 
are fighting for an independent 
homeland in Arakan, official 
sources said. 

Dhaka denied the charge and 
said there were no Burmese re- 
bels in Bangladesh. 

Reports reaching Cox’s Bazar 
Saturday said rebels from the 
Arakan Rohingya Islamic Front 
(ARIF) and Rohingya Solidarity 
Organisation (RSO) were trying 
to forge an alliance with the 
All-Bnrma Muslim Union 
(ABMU) to fight the military 
regime in mamly-Bnddhist Bur- 
ma. 

Officials told Reuters that 
Rohingya rebels in Burma were 
receiving help from several Isla- 
mic countries, including Saudi 
Arabia. 

The refugees are a serious bur- 
den on Bangladesh which 'is one 
of the world’s poorest countries. 

“Arranging food and shelter 
for them will be an uphill task for 
the Bangladesh government. Be- 
sides, they are causing many so- 
cial problems for us,” said Ami- 
nul Islam a local journalist. 


Aquino backs Ramos 


as her successor 


MANILA (R) — President Cora- 
zon Aquino Saturday endorsed 
former defence chief Fidel 
Ramos as her favoured successor, 
threatening to split the Philip- 
pines' main party which is back- 
ing a rival candidate in May polls. 

Mis. Aquino, who is not stand- 
ing for re-election, announced 
her choice chi her 59th birthday 
after months of vacillating. She 
finally opted for Gen. Ramos, a 
cigar-chewing general who 
helped put her in power in 1986 
and keep her there through six 
coup attempts. 

Aides said Mrs. Aquino be- 
lieved Gen. Ramos would pro- 
ride strong leadership and ensure 
the defeat of Imekla Marcos, the 
widow of ousted dictator Ferdi- 
nand Marcos who is attempting a 
political comeback by also run- 
ning in the May 11 presidential 
elections. 

Ramos, the 63-year-old former 
armed forces cfaief-of-staff, said 
Mrs. Aquino's backing would 
give him the decisive edge in a 
field of possibly 10 presidential 
candidates. 

“1 accept joyfully her solidarity 
with us and our cause, because 
Cory Aquino stands with us with 
all of the weight of the unique 
moral authority that she posses- 
ses,” he told a news conference. 

Mrs. Aquino's choice 
threatened to split the pro- 
administrastion LDP party, 
which has named Speaker of 
Congress Ramon Mitra as its 
candidate for the May 11 polls, 
and appeared to go against the 
wishes of the influential Roman 
Catholic Church. 

It also divided her own family 
which is split between Gen. 
Ramos and Mr. Mitra. 

Gen. Ramos acknowledged 
that by endorsing him Mrs. 
Aquino had risked “disrupting 
political alliances, possible family 
relations, even friendships with 
close associates.” 

Mr. Mitra, who had long sup- 
ported Mrs. Aquino, immediate- 
ly hit back, saying Mrs. Aquino’s 
government had squandered the 
legacy of the 1986 “people pow- 
er” revolt that ousted Mr. Marcos 
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Gen. Fidel Ramos 


and swept her to Malacanang 
Palace. 

“Our people are jobless and 
hungry. Children are denied basic 
health care. Everywhere in gov- 
ernment there is graft and corrup- 
tion... We and she must face the 
facts — our government has 
failed, our government has let us 
down.” he declared during a par- 
ty convention which confirmed 
him as its official presidential 
candidate. 

The Philippines, rocked by six 
coup attempts and a series of 
natural disasters during Mrs. 
Aquino’s term, is plagued by a 
simmering Communist insurgen- 
cy. Bucking the trend in the rest 
of South East Asia, the economy 
stagnated in 1991. 

Mrs. Aquino made her long- 
antidpated announcement at a 
birthday ceremony at Malaca- 
nang Palace. Dressed in her 
trademark yellow, Mrs. Aquino 
said she believed Gen. Ramos 
would preserve the democratic 
gains made daring her presiden- 
cy. 

But LDP President Nepteh 
Gonzales said Mrs. Aquino, who 
is not a member of any party, had 
deserted her supporters. “For the 
first time I have shed my yellow 
T-shirt," he declared. 

Along with Imelda Marcos, riv- 
als to succeed Mrs. Aquino - in- 
clude Vice-President Salvador 
Laurel, Liberal Party President 
Jovito Salonga and business ty- 
coon Eduardo Cojuangco. 
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Indian police halt Hindu 


motorcade in Kashmir 


UDAMPUR, India (AP) — 
Police Saturday halted a motor- 
cade by right-wing Hindus who 
had sought to cany their anti- 
separatism protest into the heart 
of Kashmir, scene of a Muslim 
insurrection. 

Muslim separatists bad vowed 
to kill protest leaders if they tried 
to cany out their goal of hoisting 
the Indian flag in Srinagar, capit- 
al of Jamma-Kashmir state, Sun- 
day, the country’s National Day. 

Police said they planned to 
take the procession leader, Murii 
Manohar Joshi, to Srinagar by air 
bnt did not say when. 

The Six-week, 15,000- 
kilometre motorcade was only 
18 hours from completing its 
journey when police stopped it. 

The party, the Bharatiya Jana- 
ta, says India has a “Hindu cul- 
ture” that applies to everyone 
regardless of his religion. It 
named its procession the Ekta 
Yatra, or Unity March. 

Opponents say the party ooold 
destroy the fragile threads that 
bold together the world’s largest 
democracy and its diverse reli- 
gious and ethnic groups. 

On Friday, Muslim guerrillas in 
Srinagar attacked a meeting of 
top police and paramilitary offi- 
cials discussing security plans for 
the march. A constable was killed 
and 10 people were wounded, 
including the state police chief. 

The motorcade was halted 
peacefully but noisily 4 


kilometres north of Udampur. 
240 kilometres from Srinagar, the 
road starts winding up into the 
mountains separating mostly Hin- 
du Jammu from overwhelmingly 
Muslim Kashmir. 

Mr. Joshi left the motorcade 
and went with security officials to 
the military airstrip at Udampur. 


The Jammu region's senior 
police official. Inspector General 
S.S. Wazir, said heavy rains trig- 
gered landslides, blocking the 
road. 

However, a senior civil official. 
Udampur district magistrate B. 
L. Nimesh, told an Associated 
Press reporter: “We cannot allow 
Mr. Joshi to go ahead due to 
security reasons.” 
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The party earlier rejected from 
'the federal government to call off 
the procession, even after five 
supporters and a bus driver were 
killed in an ambush by Sikh ex- 
tremists in neighbouring Punjab 
state. 

The Bharatiya Janata party is 
the second-largest party in parlia- 
ment after Prime Minister P.V. 
Narasimba Rao’s secular Con- 
gress Party. 

Jammu -Kashmir is the only 
Mnslim-majority state in pre- 
dominantly Hindu India. 

Muslims form about two-thirds 
of the state’s population, but 
nationwide they are only 12 per 
cent of India's 844 million people. 
Hindus account for 82 per cent. 


Havel, federation in political trouble 


PRAGUE (AP) — Vaclav Havel 
is in political trouble two years 
after the “velvet revolution" 
swept him to the presidency. By 
midsummer, he may be out of 
power and the nation could distil- 
tergate. 

Mr. Havel's failure to achieve 
constitutional reform increase the 
chances that the federation of 10 
million Czechs and 5 million Slo- 
vaks will dissolve. 

The two tough politicians likely 
to win leadership of the regions in 
June elections are seen as im- 
probable partners for Mr. Havel, 
who was a dissident playwright 
before communism fell. That 
wouid make both his candidacy 
and reelections by the new feder- 
al parliament questionable. 

“In two years, Czechoslovakia 
will no longer exist as one state,” 
said Peter Uhl, a federal deputy, 
former dissident and political pes- 
simist. 

Michael Zantovsky, spokes- 
man for Mr. Havel, takes the 
opposite view: "A pessimist 
would say this country’s doomed, 
but there are not many pessimists 
in this country.” 

Mr. HavWXrecord as a stub- 
born dissi%^^«oyes.:his resili- 
ence and v poK- - 


deal fortunes may rebound, but 
recent developments have not 
been promising. 

Last week, the federal parlia- 
ment rejected his two key propos- 
als for resolving the fight between 
Czechs and Slovaks over bow to 
devolve power so they remain 
together, yet each nation has a 
say in its own fate. 

Mr. Havel withdrew a third 
proposal, on the future shape of 
the federal parliament, to avoid 
another defeat. 

“It's unlikely anything else will 
get passed before the elections,'’ 
Mr. Zantovsky said. 

That means campaign seasons 
with the Czech-Slovak split an 
issue and ambitions politicians 
ready to exploit it. Both the 
regional and federal parliaments 
are to be elected in June. 

Opinion polls indicated Vaclav 
Klaus, the staunchly capitalist 
federal finance minister, is the 
front-run to become Czech 
■premier. 

In Slovakia, the poorer eastern 
third of Czechoslovakia, the poll 
leader is Vladimir Medar, the 
former Slovak premier ousted in 
May 1991 by Mr. Havel's political 
maneuvering. 

Neither shares the president's' 


humanistic approach to politics 
and Mr. Havel might decide not 
to seek reelection in sod) a hos- 
tile climate. If he does, they could 
use their deputies’ votes to defeat 
him. 


The two regional leaders agree 
on the need for a market eco- 
nomy, but Mr. Medar advocates 
slower reform to lessen unem- 
ployment, which has affected Slo- 
vakia much more severely than 
the Czech lands of Bohemia and 
Moravia. It stands at 11.8 per 
cent in Slovakia, compared to 6.6 
per cent nationally. 

However, Mr. Medar’s plans 
threaten the ambitious program- 
me of radical privatisation that 
Mr. Klaus recommends. 

Czechs, who spent centuries 
under German or Austrian influ- 
ence. are secular arid have a 
history of industrialisation 
stretching to the 18th century. 

Slovakia, by contrast, is a ru- 
ral, strongly Roman Catholic re- 
gion governed for centuries by' 
Hungary. Mnch of its industry 
was developed artificially under 
communism and now is in dan-. 


pendent state, despite burgeon- 
ing nationalism. Thirty per cent 
favour a confederation and 31 per 
cent a federated state with two 
equal republics. 

Mr. Medar, the Slovak leader, 
is politician enough to say be will 
negotiate with whomever the 
Czechs elect. He and Mr. Klaus 
might agree on a loose confedera- 
tion that would avoid a total split 
of Czechoslovakia. 


But he blames Mr. Havel for 
the Czech-Slovak deadlock on a 
new constitution. 

“I voted for Havel as presi- 
dent, but I wouldn't make the 
same mistake again," be said. 

Politicians on all sides criticise 
bow the sensitive issue erf Slova- 
kia has beep bandied by Mr. 
Havel and his advisers, most of 
whom are intellectuals rooted in 
Prague, the federal and Czech 
capital. 
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Recent polls indicated only 11 
per cent of Slovaks want an inde- 


“The Castle (Mr. Havel's 
office) was so pragocentric that it 
was just a matter of time when 
the Slovak issue wouid explode, 
and now it won't go away." said 
Jan Kavan, a federal deputy who 
publicised Mr. Havel's cause in 
dissident days as an exile in Lon- 
don. 


men bv: 19-year-ojc Tasahana- 
da. hot favour!;*, u: win She New 
Year Sumo Tournament, h no: old 
enough sc drink a victory soass. 
police s^id. The Teenage sensa- 
tion, younger of iwo brothers 
who h »vc taken the stsjd * oriel o? 
sumo ry storm, is icaoing the 
lourni'reu; by or.e •K'.orv with 
jus-, v.v. days *c- 50 . If he wins he 
wiii t«e the yc-sn/es,: mar. ever to 
win a too-ievsi tournament. 
Something, to celebrate, of 
course, out not wit!': the tradition- 
al draught of sake (Japanese rice 


r-r» 


wir.cj rTo.Ti 2 huge victory cun. 


the Nztonai Police Agency has 
ruled, “^e have asVt-J tbs Japan 
Sumo Association t;. b_- prudent 
and net tc let ; ?..;>.’ienada. sip 
sake from the cup." 2 .. agency 
spokesman said. "He i\ strii a 
minor, and there h. law against 
drinking by miners." the spokes- 
man added. I.i Japan, no one 
2D ;s ailov.ed i.v drink or 
smoke. A particular reason fot 
police concern is the fact that the 
souiing, gc'oa-iookifig Takanana- 
da has become n role model for 
.young Japanese . In 1990 he and 
brother Wakahanada appeared 
together in a poster campaign 
against juvenile crime. “We want 
him to be careful." die police 
spokesman said. The Jaoan Sumo 
Association agrees. A spokes- 
woman said: ‘The association 
wall not ie= Takahanada drink 
sake. .? is just a ritual so the cup 
will contain something non- 
alcoholic. ’ i_ike fnsj: juice? 
“something like that... YVe will 
do what is necsssnrv not to draw 
any com- iaints.” 
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Sun peeks ovesr 


Barrow, Alaska (A 
row residents had theii 
of the sun m mors 
months, although the 
brave wiad-chi!}ed tec 

of 50 degrees below zej 
The air temperature ws 
below, with wind chi 
dropping to double tha 
time the sun peeked 
horizon here was Nov 
were dear, and onlo 
senbed the sun as a t 
globe that rose slowly 
sky was streaked with : 
apex, about one-third t 
of the snn was above th 
It rose at 1:17 p, m . (2 
and set 45 minutes fate 
js a city of about 3^50C 
Seated well above the 
oe, about 800 kjlomet 
*est of Fairbanks. 
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